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1 TIM.Ti. J I— 16. 

11. But thou, O roan of God . . . follow after righteous- 
ness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. 

12. Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal 
life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a 
good profession before many witnesses. 

13. I gire thee charge in the sight of God, who quirk- 
eneth all things, and before Christ Jesus, who before 
Pontius Pilate witnessed a goud confession : 

14. That thou keep this commandment without spot, 
unrebukable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; 

15. Which in His time He shall show, who fs the 
blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord 
of lords ; 

16. Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light 
which no man can approach unto ; whom no man hath 
seen, nor can see ; to whom be honour and power erer- 
lasting. Amen. 



PREFACE. 



The following pages are principally designed 
as an attempt to supply the want of a Manual, 
containing such instruction in the principles 
of Christianity, as may be fitted for young 
persons of the educated classes who are of an 
age to be confirmed. Books on the subject 
of Confirmation have generally been written 
by parochial clergymen, and are therefore in 
their style and matter chiefly adapted to the 
minds of those with whom such clergymen 
have most intercourse, the children of the 
poor. But it has been felt by many persons 
engaged in the work of education, that some- 
thing in a different tone is wanted for the use 
of those who have received a higher course 
of instruction than they. I do XkoV. \fikR»».\» 
assert that the trutha w\i\CiVi CVwtfC^ Q^^^Si' 
reveals to the rich differ from \Scio^^ ^qVxeS 
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VI PREFACE. 

makes known to the poor, or that His minis- 
ters ought to come to any class of society 
** with excellency of speech and of wisdom, 
declaring unto them the testimony of God,'* 
instead of "knowing nothing among them 
save Jesus Christ and Him crucified ; " but 
we may at least follow the precedent set by 
St. Paul, who adopted a totally different 
style of argument, when addressing the 
curious and educated Athenians, from that 
which he used when he was speaking to a 
congregation of Jews, or expounding the 
truths of Christianity to the unlearned and 
ignorant. 

The book begins with a short explanation 
of Confirmation itself, which is followed by 
a series of chapters on the different heads 
treated of in the Church Catechism ; and the 
whole concludes with a very short sketch of 
the grounds on which Christianity claims to 
be considered a divine revelation, intended 
to lead the student to trains of thought which 
are developed in larger treatises. The chap- 
ters on the Catechism would be of more in- 
Jury than benefit to a young TetAe^T) v£ tlva^ 
were so usei as to supetsede ot«X m^Vrvvo.'Cvwv, 



PREFACE. Vli 



A book can rarely make such an impression 
on the heart as is produced by the teaching 
of a true and Christian friend ; and it is im- 
possible in a treatise like this to give expla- 
nations of the different minute points which 
suggest difficulties to different persons, and 
for which the help of a teacher whom they 
can freely question, is quite necessary. Such 
explanations therefore are not attempted; 
the leading facts of each subject are stated 
and illustrated ; and the details left to be 
imparted in a surer and more beneficial Way* 
Thus, in the chapter on the Creed, nothing 
will be found but a short account of the doc* 
trine of the Trinity, and those truths which 
flow immediately from it. Each chapter is 
followed by a prayer^ connected with the 
subject just discussed; and at the end of 
each, except the first, is a collection of pas* 
sages from Scripture, on which the state- 
ments contained in the chapter are founded. 
It is thought that the book may be profitably 
used in the following way. Notice of a Con- 
firmation is generally giveu at \ftaaX. ^^ '^ 
six weeks before the xite \a ^^\sa\iv^\.^^^^* 
Let a candidate, then, Tec^aL oxve^ ox V«o ^^^' 
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ters carefully every Sunday ^ and during the 
week let liim use the forms of prayer at the 
end of the chapters which he has read^ or 
rather let him take those prayers as the 
model and subject-matter of a part of his own 
devotionS) instead of losing the exact words. 
And further^ he should choose the parts of 
the Bible marked out for him as those to 
which during that week he directs his atten- 
tioli. For as it is hoped that no one will 
otfer himself for Confirmation without feel- 
ing the duty, not only of constant prayer, 
but also of d&ily religious reading, so it can- 
not but he useful that what he reads during 
the period of preparation shall bear upon the 
great subject towards which his mind ought 
so earnestly to be directed* 
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CHAPTER I. 

MEANING AND INTENT OF CONFIRMATION. 

I, Confirmation is a rite which may be 
considered to have three objects. First, — It 
is intended to be to the persons who receive it 
a new beginning as it were of their Christian 
life, a marked and solemn crisis in their his- 
tory, which shall bring vividly before them 
the fact, that " old things are passed away to 
them, and all things become new ; " • that, al- 
though, when they were children, they thought 
as children, they spake as children, they 

• 2 Cor. V. 1 7. 
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2 Confirmation represents Baptism, 

understood as children, yet that now, when 
they have entered upon their Christian man* 
hood, " they should put away childish things." '^ 
Thus it consciously represents to them their 
baptism : the duties to which Christ's Redemp- 
tion has pledged them, are now solemnly 
undertaken by them, as they were at their 
baptism undertaken for them ; " they ratify 
and confirm their vows jn their own persons," 
voluntarily declaring that they must never be 
ashamed to confess the faith of Christ cruci- 
fied, but must manfully fight under His ban- 
ner, and continue Christ's faithful soldiers and 
servants, unto their lives' end.® Secondly ^ it is 
also intended to have an external effect on those 
who partake of it ; that is, an effect produced, 
not by a mere impression made upon their 
own minds, but by God's grace given to them 
in answer to the prayers of others. The 
blessing which the Bishop pronounces over 
those whom he confirms, is, in fact, a prayer 
addressed to God for them, by one of the 
chief ofiicers of the Christian Church. The 
prayers of the congregation, in whose presence 

'' 1 Cor. xiii, 11. *" Bapl\amst\ S^xNle^. 



Its external effects, 3 

the Confirmation takes place, are met by the 
promise, that if only two agree on earth as 
touching anything they shall ask, it shall be 
done for them by their Father who is in 
heaven.* But besides these solemn and 
public prayers, no one can doubt that every 
candidate for Confirmation, for a long period 
before the administration of the rite, is the 
object of special prayer from all those who 
love him or are interested in his everlasting 
welfare. God will not reject the supplica- 
tions of parents, of brothers, of relations, 
teachers, and friends, in behalf of one whom 
His Son has died to save, and who has been 
admitted by baptism into the number of His 
chosen. Such intercessions will bring down 
His Holy Spirit into the heart of him for 
whom they are offered, and if that Spirit 
cannot do mighty works in that hearty it will 
be on account of its own unbelief®, and not be- 
cause God is slack concerning His promises. 
Thirdly y — Confirmation is intended to fur- 
nish a suitable period in the life of every 
baptized person, at which their lawful spiri- 

•* Matt, xviii. 19 * Matt. xiii. 58 , xvii. 20. 
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4 It is a time for teaching. 

tual guides may have an opportunity of in- 
structing them more fully and particularly 
than usual, in the principles of Christ's reli- 
gion. 

It will be desirable, first, to give a short 
sketch of the origin and history of Con- 
firmation itself^ and then to say a few words 
. on each of its three objects. 

II. The imposition of hands has, from 
the earliest times, been adopted as a form of 
blessing, that is, of presenting a person in 
prayer to God. To hless any one is to pray 
for him, the word blessing being particularly 
applied to the intercession of those, who from 
their age, or office, or connection, either 
natural or spiritual, with the person whom 
they bless, have, so to speak, a special reason 
to believe that God will hear and respect their 
prayer. Jacob blessed Ephraim and Manas- 
seh by laying his hands upon them and 
praying for them^, and young children were 
brought to our Lord, that he might put His 
hands upon them and bless them.* So also 
we find, that after the Ascension, the practice 

' Gen. xlviii. 14. « Matt. xix. 13. 



Origin of Confirmation. 5 

was continued by the Apostles, (1) as a form 
of inauguration into office; (2) as a means 
of working miraculous cures according to 
Christ's promise^ ; and (3), — from which our 
rite of Confirmation is imitated, — as part of 
a ceremony which called down on baptized 
persons the miraculous gifts of the Holy 
Ghost. There are two places, in particular, 
in the Acts, which furnish us, as^ it were, 
with the pattern of Confirmation. Firsts -^-^ 
** When the Apostles which were at Jerusalem 
heard that Samaria had received the word of 
God, they sent unto them Peter and John ; 
who, when they were come down, prayed 
for them, that they might receive the Holy 
Ghost : (for as yet He was fallen upon none of 
them, only they were baptized in the name of 
the Lord Jesus.) Then laid they their hands 
on them, and they received the Holy Ghost."* 
From what follows, it is plain, that the pre- 
sence of the Holy Ghost was visibly manifested 
by means of the miracles worked by those 
who received Him, since Simon Magus im- 
mediately offered money to obtain the same 

** Acts, vi. 6. xiii. 3. Mark, xvi. 18. 
' Acts, yiii. 14. 
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gift. Secondly, — AYe read of certain disci^*: 
j)les at Ephesus, that when, after their Bap^ 
tism " Paul had laid his hands upon them, the 
Holy Ghost came upon them, and they spake 
with tongues and prophesied."^ In this case, 
therefore, as in the former, visible miraculous 
effects followed the imposition of hands, and 
as, in the first days of the Church, miraculous 
works of fiercy were permitted to exist as an 
evidence of the truth of Christianity, it is 
plain that in this, its earliest form, Confirma- 
tion was of a great and peculiar importance, 
since its effects afforded to the new convert 
the clearest proof possible, that he had become 
a member of a divinely instituted society. 
Hence we are not surprised to find it classed 
with Baptism, and the doctrines of the Resur- 
rection and the last Judgment, as we do in 
the Epistle to the Hebrews.^ But when 
Christianity had been once launched into the 
world, with the aid of these miraculous evi- 
dences to its truth, it was no longer necessary 
for God to interrupt the ordinary course of 
his provid^iwi; and miracles were with*^ 

* Acts, XIX, 6, 6. ^ Heb. 'vl*^. 
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drawn from the Church. The time at which 
this took place, has been much disputed. 
As we pass from the New Testament, to the 
w^ritings of Christian authors who immediately 
followed the Apostles, powers strictly mira- 
culous appear gradually to fade away into 
the ordinary blessings and answers promised 
to faithful prayer in every age of the Church. 
Some have maintained that, though«the Apo- 
stles had the power of transmitting miracu- 
lous gifts to those upon whom they laid their 
hands, yet these had no authority to confer 
them upon others, so that, with the first ge- 
neration after the Apostles, miracles would 
disappear. However this may be, it is plain 
that, as soon as these miraculous powers were 
withdrawn, the ceremony of Confirmation, 
in its original sense, would be necessarily 
abolished also. But another Confirmation 
has with great propriety taken its place, 
bearing in all respects a close analogy to the 
Apostolical Confirmation upon which it is 
modelled. 

III. The faith of Christians of the present 
day, is based, not on the sl^Vvt o^ \sxvc^wSss>sia* 
signSf but on reasoxv^ o? nwtvwv^ VvvA^. vcv 
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the exAj Btagea of Christianity, it 
possible for persons to doubt the exi 
Qod*8 Spirit, who felt themselves 
hj Him to prophesy and speak with 
When B man was so far moved by th 
of Almighty power and infinite g 
which 18 manifested in the historj 
Lord, as to resolve to accept Hia 
Saviour, to repent of past sin, and t 
be baptized into His Name, hie faith 
it were, confirmed to him, by the e: 
naty workings of God's Spirit will 
which enabled Mm to perform miraci 
now, it would not be good for us 1 
faith should rest on proofs of this 
character. We must remember tha 
first age of Christianity the evidenc 
was, in other respects, far weaker tl 
at present. The earliest converts 
the Gospel as a new and untried systi 
as one which hiis stood the test of ti 
changed the history of the world, 
was mercifully ordered that this defi( 
evidence for its truth should be sup| 
miraculous testimony. But when wt 
enough to investigate the gcouada 
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faith, to understand why we are Christians, 
and to give a reason of the hope which is in 
us"*, then we are confirmed in our religion 
by arguments of a different kind, by evidence 
drawn partly from the history of the past, 
but chiefly from the testimony of our own 
consciences, enlightened and instructed as 
they ought to be, when we have passed our 
childhood, not as heathens, but as baptized 
Christians. And further, as the Sacrament 
of Baptism is now administered to us in our 
infancy, the ceremony of Confirmation, which 
was formerly simultaneous with it, is sepa- 
rated from it ; and though the x^ipodsalay or 
imposition of hands, is retained,' in imitation 
of the Apostolic practice, its meaning has 
ceased to be the same. We are confirmed in 
our Christian faith, not by the miraculous 
signs conferred by the 'x^scpodsala of the 
Apostles, but by the silent conviction of our 
own minds and hearts, the blessing of the 
Bishop, the teaching of Christ's ministers, the 
prayers offered up by ourselves and others, 
and at the same time we confirm our own 
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baptismal engagements^ professing our desire 
to render to God a reasonable service^ and to 
continue in that faith in which we have been 
instructed. 

IV. The ceremony which^ as it were, con* 
centrates and represents all these grounds and 
means of conviction, is called Confirmation, 
being, in fact, the le^timate representative of 
the apostolic %££/>od£o-/a, altered and adapted to 
the present circumstances of the Church. And 
by the authority of the Church it has been 
ordered that this Confirmation should supply 
the place of the other. Therefore, though 
not enjoined in Scripture, it is based upon a 
Scriptural analogy, has been handed down as 
a Church ordinance from generation to gene- 
ration, continued by the Church of England 
at the Reformation, and is a ceremony most 
eminently calculated, if our own evil hearts 
do not exclude us from its benefits, to draw 
down upon us the blessing of God, and the 
strengthening influence of His Holy Spirit. 

V. A few words may be necessary here, 
as a warning against the foolish error, now 
happily almost exploded, by which some have 
fancied that before their Con&n3ci«i^Aoxi» \Wj 
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were not responsible for their sins. For 
while Confirmation is only an ordinance of 
the Church to which we belong, we are 
bound to the practice of holiness by the very 
fact of our creation, for at our birth we have 
a conscience given us, which commands us to 
serve God, whose creatures we are. The 
means of becoming holy, that is, the posses- 
sion of the Spirit of God, is granted to all 
persons admitted into the Christian covenant, 
and must be used by every one as soon as 
his faculties are sufficiently developed. Con- 
firmation, indeed, in one sense, increases our 
responsibility, because those who have been 
confirmed are not only under an obligation 
to do right, but have themselves declared 
publicly that they know it ; but it would be 
monstrous to imagine that an institution of 
the Church could suspend for fifteen or six- 
teen years of our lives, the performance of 
duties to which we are bound by the higher 
sanctions of our consciences, and of God's 
revealed commands, and to which we should 
have been bound, if He had never instituted 
His Church at all. Still, to x^^N\a»^ \s2i>^^ 
conBrmed, because out les^oxi^i^J^^^'l^'^*^'^^^ 
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by increased, would be wrong, not merely 
involving an act of disobedience to the Churo^ 
of which we are members, in a matter in 
which its right over us is clear, but as im- 
plying that we are unwilling to devote our- 
selves to God's service by every possible 
obligation, and therefore that we have a 
lurking wish to continue in sin. Only it is 
necessary that our Confirmation should be a 
perfectly voluntary act, for in this ' its very 
essence may be said to consist. Even the 
wishes of parents^ though of course of the 
greatest weight, are not suflScient to determine 
a boy to come to Confirmation, unless he is 
himself willing and desirous to do so ; for to 
declare that we ratify and confirm our bap- 
tismal vows, not because we are ourselves 
convinced of the propriety of so confirming 
them, but because others have told us that it 
is right, is to deny the very meaning of Con- 
firmation, as the act by virtue of which we 
visibly and consciously pass from spiritual 
childhood to spiritual manhood. 

VL Meantime, as no error can be more 
fatal to a candidate for Confirmation, than 
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to Imagine that the preparation required for 
it 18 concerned entirely or chiefly with the 
intellect, instead of having its principal seat 
in the heart, we will pause here, and request 
every one who uses this book, to offer up, 
with the most earnest devotion, a prayer to 
God, that the blessings which Confirmation 
offers to him may be largely poured upon 
him by the influence of the Holy Ghost. 
To this end a form has been provided ; but 
it will be better for him to adopt it rather 
as a guide and model for his devotions, than 
as furnishing the exact words in which he 
ought to pray. And he will unite with it 
an earnest entreaty for deliverance from 
those special sins and temptations which 
most easily beset him, and which can be 
fully known to no one except himself, and 
Him in whose sight all things are naked and 
open, and whose word is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart." 

° Heb. iv. 12. 
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PRAYER THAT WE MAY WORTHILY PA 
TAKE IN THE RITE OF CONFIRMATIOIT^ 

Almighty God and Heavenly Father, 

1 desire now to draw near to Thee in an 
especial manner, and humbly to beg for Thy 
blessing on the step which I am about to 
take. Lord, I repent of all the sins of my 
childhood, my selfishness and carelessness, 
my little love for Thee and Jesus Christ 
Thy Son, my absorbing interest in present 
gratification, and inattention to the concerns 
of that awful Future which is to last for 
ever. Pardon me, O Father, for what is 
past. I approach Thee in prayer, not in 
my own name, nor do I ask for forgiveness 
for my own sake, but I come to Thee in the 
Name and through the Blood of Christ, who 
died for me. I devote to Thee, through 
Him, my body, soul, and spirit ; and I desire 
to consecrate to Thy service every wish, and 
thought, and feeling. O Lord, receive me 
into the arms of Thy mercy, and make me 
truly and entirely Thine. Pour into my 

^Aeart Thy biessed Spirit", msik^ my Con- 
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firmation the beginning of a new life, spent 
wholly in Thy faith and fear, and may I 
have grace now to put away childish things, 
and offer to thee, my Father, a true and 
reasonable service, for the sake and through 
the help of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 



QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER I. 

1. What are the three objects of Confirmation ? 

2. What is expressed by the ceremony of the im- 
position of hands f Give instances of its use, (1) from 
the Old Testament, (2) from the New. 

3. What evidence to the truth of the Grospel have 
we, which the first converts had not ; and what had 
they, which we have not ? 

4. Show, from the answer to the last question, how 
our Confirmation difi*ers from the Apostolic x^^P°^^^'*-^» 

6. In virtue of what authority is Confirmation bind- 
ing upon us ? ' 

I 6. Why is Confirmation now separated from Bap- 
tism? 

7. Why are we responsible for our sins before Con- 
firmation ? 

8. In what sense docs Confirmation increase our 
responsibility ? 

9. Show that it would b^ "s^toti^ \.q ^y^ ^^\.\si>s»> 

eoDBrmed, 

c ^ 
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CHAPTER n. 

THE BAPTISMAL VOW. — PART I. 

I. The vow made in our name at our Ba] 
tism, and which at Confirmation we ourselvc 
confirm and ratify, consists of three parts __ 
to renounce the world, the flesh, and the 
devil, to believe all the articles of the Chris^ 
tian faith, and to keep the commandments of 
God. Kepentance, Faith, and Holiness, are, 
in short, the three parts of the Christian 
life, which correspond respectively to the 
three parts of the baptismal vow. 

II. Strictly speaking, it is^uite true that 
no one can be bound by a promise made for 
him by another, especially at a period of his 
life when he was himself perfectly uncon- 
scious that the promise was made. There- 
fore it is impossible to found our obligation 
to serve God on the mere fact that this 
promise has been made. But it is not ne- 
cessary to attempt to do ao \ to^ mv«K^ Vtnjl^ 
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grounds can be mentioned on which the ob- 
ligation rests^ and at the same time the vow 
itself is capable of a satisfactory explanation. 

III. In the first place^ every one is bound 
to love and serve God by the fact of his 
creation, for reasons similar to those for 
which every child is bound to love and serve 
his earthly parents. We are God's children. 
In each of us He has implanted that idea of 
duty, which makes known to us that there 
are certain things which we ought to do, 
and others which we ought to avoid; on 
each of us He has bestowed a conscience to 
pass judgment on our several actions. But 
besides all this, the fact of our having par- 
taken of the sacrament of Baptism — without 
reference to the vow there made for us — 
imposes an additional obligation in the fol- 
lowing way. 

IV^. We are bom with a sinful nature, 
and come into the world in a state of aliena- 
tion from God. This is not only repeatedly 
stated in Scripture, but is taught us by our 
own experience, and by the history of the 
whole world. Our will do^^ xksA.^ ^fic>^ ^ 
iteeif cannot, obey Goffa \a^. 1?L^xlc^>S. n^^ 

c 3 ' 
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were left to ourselves, we should assuredly 
grow up His enemies. But the Scripture 
has revealed to us, what we could not dis- 
cover from experience, that man's nature is 
not essentially sinful ; that he was ori^nally 
created pure and holy and in God's own 
image, and therefore that we are capable of 
restoration. It tells us, moreover, that God, 
in His mercy and love to us, offers to deliver 
us from our lost and sinful condition, and 
restore us to that connection with Himself, 
which would have been our natural privilege 
as His children, if sin had not entered into 
the world and defiled the whole of our race. 
He promises to receive us as His own, and 
give to us the enjoyment of everlasting hap- 
piness, if we will, on our parts, promise to 
renounce those sins which are originally 
foreign to our nature, but have become part 
of it. As soon as we are bom, our natural 
guardians desire to bring us into the partici-* 
pation of so great a blessing, and therefore 
present us to God according to His invita- 
tion, and in the manner which He has en- 
joined, by causing us to be baptized in the 
name of tho Father and o? \\ie ^wi ^xA q»1 
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the Holy Ghost. This is all that is abso- 
lutely essential to Baptism, since it is all 
that Christ Himself has commanded. But in 
order to give additional solemnity to the 
celebration of this Sacrament, and to bear 
perpetual witness to the truth, that if God 
accepts us and admits us to the blessings of 
Christianity, we are bound to love Him and 
to serve Him to the utmost of our power, 
the Church has ordained that, when we are 
baptized, sureties should promise that we 
will fulfil our side of the compact, and un- 
dertake that we shall be taught to know our 
duty and the nature of the mercies which 
God has bestowed upon us. They promise, 
in our name, that we will renounce certain 
evil things, believe certain true things, per- 
form certain good things. But this vow 
cannot in itself bind us, till we take it upon 
ourselves at our Confirmation, and therefore, 
when made by our sponsors at Baptism it 
can only be considered as a public declaration 
that, as beings born in sin, but now reconciled 
to God, and admitted to be citizens of that 
kingdom which Christ founded -w^qtdl ^-sfie^^ 
we are bound to love Him «ad. ^^xn^ "SXvkv 
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with all our hearts; and that unless ^p* 
consecrate our lives to His glory, we As 
no claim upon His mercy, or the privilej 
to which our Baptism admits us« Becat 
Christ has died for us, and redeemed us, ai 
made us God's children, therefore we a 
bound to lead holy lives, and of this fact tl 
vow made by our sponsors is a public d( 
claration. 

V. But it is 'plain, from what has beo^^ 
said before, that we could not escape from 
our duties to God, even by renouncing the 
privileges of our Baptism, and declaring our* 
selves indifferent to His mercies towards us. 
For then we should still be compelled to fall 
back on our original obligation to Him who 
gave us birth. A child might feel no great 
interest in the pleasures and amusements 
which his earthly parents prepared for him, 
but could never be exempted from the love 
and duty which he owes them, by the ori- 
ginal constitution of his nature. So, too, in 
the case of our relation to our heavenly 
Father, even if it were conceivable that a 
person should declare himself indifferent to 
the choice between heaven otA \i^, ^xA 
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therefore were to claim exemption from his 
baptismal tows^ still there would remain the 
yet earlier tie which connects him to God, 
revealed to him hj his conscience and his 
reason. If, therefore, he refuses to recog- 
nise God as his reconciled Father, he cannot 
help acknowledging Him as his offended 
Master. He may renounce the liberty of a 
son, but cannot deliver himself from the 
bondage of a slave. 

VI. In the sense above explained, then, 
it was promised for us at our Baptism that 
we should repent of and renounce three 
classes of sins — those suggested by the World, 
the Flesh, and the Devil; that is, it was 
declared that it is our duty to renouncQ 
them, and that unless we do so we have no 
claim to the blessings of Christian Iledemp* 
tion, and cease to be citizens of the kingdom 
which Christ established among men, to 
which He has promised such great and 
glorious privileges both here and hereafter, 
and of which the World, the Flesh, and the 
Devil, are the three great enemies. Now it 
is most desirable for us really to xx^isx'eJvscc^ 
irhat is meant by t\\ca^ -woxdA^ ^^^ ^^*^ '^'^ 
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be led astray by any yagueness of language^ 
lest we should fail to see how distinctly and 
constantly applicable this vow is to our own 
daily life. The temptations of the World, 
then^ are all those things which inclme us to 
love this earth better than heaven; of the 
Fleshy those which lead us to prefer the 
good of our perishing bodies to that of our 
immortal souls; of the Devil, those which 
suggest to us that we should rather obey the 
impulses of our own evil tempers, than seek 
to direct our hearts and minds in all things 
according to the will of Christ. 

VIL The temptations of the World in- 
cline us to such sins as those of yielding 
ourselves up immoderately to amusement, of 
adopting the low principles and maxims 
which we hear from those around us, of 
doing what we feel to be wrong, in order to 
win the approbation of people who can in 
any respect improve our worldly condition, 
or to whom circumstances have given in- 
fluence over us. It is plain that the young 
are as liable to yield to these as the old, 
though the temptations will be presented to 
them in a isomewhat different fexm. B^y^^ 
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at a public school, for instance, are manifestly 
surrounded by a world which countenances 
and en6ourages opinions clearly unchristian. 
Such are the notions that zealous industry is 
to be discouraged, and indicates a want of 
proper spirit and social feeling ; that lying 
to a master is often allowable, and sometimes 
necessary ; that swearing is excusable, if 
caused by "violent passion ; that good na- 
ture is a quality suflScient to atone for the 
absence of a really Christian character ; and 
many others, which will not stand the test of 
God's Holy Word. These opinions are 
sometimes adopted by persons who once 
would have allowed them to be wrong, 
merely because they choose to yield them- 
selves up to the spirit and public feeling of 
the place in which they live, without making 
any effort against it for the sake of Christ, 
or rather without troubling themselves to 
think about the matter. In other cases, 
though the opinions may not be distinctly 
adopted and realised, yet the practices to 
which they lead are followed, because it 
is inconvenient not to do so \ be^"^>a!afc\.^ ^%j»^ 
them would be to incux SasXJfea \ \i^^«oa&^ ^^ 
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short, to use the language of Scripture, boyi' 
do not choose rather to suffer the reproach 
of Christ, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin 
for a season.® Such is one class of the sins 
which at our Baptism we promised to re* 
nounce; and by which boys as completely 
"violate God's will, as men do when the/ 
yield to ambition, or adopt the common 
worldly opinions which sanction duelling 
and other evil practices. 

VIII. We have promised to renounce the 
temptations of the Flesh. This also is an 
expression which includes sins to which we 
are every day exposed; nay, the pleasures 
which we probably most keenly enjoy. Such 
are the gratifications of eating and drink- 
ing, and idleness, and general selfishness; the 
indulgence of impure thoughts, the desire of 
doing every thing, whether right or wrong, 
which gratifies our bodily inclinations. 

IX. It is difiScult accurately to distinguish 
the temptations of the Devil frjm the dangers 
which have just been mentioned, because he 
is the author of all evil, and therefore every 
kind of sin is in fact suggested by him. But 
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those temptations which do not seem properly 
to belong to the World or the Flesh are 
peculiarly his^ such as those of ill temper^ 
sulkiness, vanity and pride, meanness, swear- 
ing, blasphemy, other wicked talking, and 
especially lying. The latter sin is particu- 
larly declared to be his; and we should 
remember that to renounce it, is stated by 
St. Paul to be the very first act of the 
Christian life, the test which decides the 
question whether a person who professes 
Christ's religion has really embraced it or 
no. **Lie not one to another," he says, 
*^ seeing ye have put off the old man with his 
deeds, and have put on the new man, which is 
renewed in knowledge after the image of 
Him that created him."P If then we con- 
tinue to indulge in falsehood, St. Paul de- 
clares that we have not put on the new 
man, that is, have not really become Chris- 
tians at all. 

X. Such is a brief enumeration of the 
matters contained in the first part of our 
baptismal vow. The temptations against 
which we promise to struggle, ^x^ ^sosJa. ^&a» 
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lead to the ordinary faults which we ^ 
every day committing. Faults they ina;^ I 
in our language ; but in God's "view they are 
sins. How He regards them^ every page of 
the Old Testament teaches us. We know 
the history in the second book of Samuel S 
that when David committed an action which 
indicated pride and self-confidence, seventy 
thousand of the Israelites fell, as an evidence 
how God abhors such feelings. We have 
read that when Korah, Dathan, and Abiram' 
stirred up a spirit of disobedience against 
constituted authority, the earth swallowed 
them up and their houses, and all the men 
that appertained unto them, and all their 
goods. We remember the various judg- 
ments which fell on the Jewish nation, when 
they refused to put away their low standard 
of duty, and their prevalent sins, at the warn- 
ing voice of the prophets who rose up to re- 
form and rebuke them. By such signs as 
these did God declare His opinion of sins 
which we are in the habit of considering as 
pardonable faults. 

9 2 Sam, xxiY, 10. » "Kum^Dets^-x^X.^^. 
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XL When we read such histories as these, 
and remember the daily occurrences of our 
own lives, we might well fall into positive 
despair. And if our baptismal vow con- 
sisted in nothing but a promise to renounce 
the temptations of the World, the Flesh, and 
'the Devil, it would be impious for us volun- 
tarily to renew and confirm a promise which 
it would be quite impossible for us to keep. 
But the second part of our vow, that by 
which we promise to believe all the ar- 
ticles of the Christian Faith, furnishes us 
with the means by which we may observe 
the first and third. It teaches us that, if we 
choose, we can be made partakers of a system 
which will gradually deliver us from sin. 
In the mean time, the mere recollection that 
we have, for fifteen or sixteen years, been 
solemnly bound to observe every thing con- 
tained in this promise, that God has noted 
every violation of it, and that every time we 
have broken it, we have shown our ingra- 
titude to Christ our Saviour, should fill us 
with penitent and humble thoughts, and add 
fervency to our prayers for xjaftx^-^ ^csA ^'^- 
liverance. The punisYvmeiiX.^ ^^^ ^^^ '®^^'' 
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unlike those which befel the Jews, are hot 
inflicted in this world, but are reserved for a 
more terrible eternity. Let no one, then, 
think of this first part of his baptismal vow, 
without humbly asking God to pardon his 
many violations of it, and to save him from 
the sin of continuing to break it, after he has 
himself voluntarily renewed and confirmed it. 



A PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS AND HELP. 

Almighty God, I come before Thee 
with fear and trembling, as a miserable sin- 
ner, for I have spent my past life with too 
little regard to Thy will, and to the con- 
ditions which I must fulfil, if I am to remain 
thy child, and a member of Christ, and an 
inheritor of the kingdom of heaven. Lord, 

1 have yielded to the temptations of the 
World, by shaping my conduct according to 
its precepts, and desiring above all things its 
favours and its comforts ; I have encouraged 
the sinful lusts of the Flesh, by my selfish 
desire to make all things minister to my en- 

jojrwents ; I have given way lo \Xi^ wio^'i^r' 
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tlons of my soul's enemy, by living on with 
a temper unchastened and unchecked^ and 
but weak attempts to foster and encourage 
any good inclinations. O Lord, spare mo 
and forgive me ; turn me from this miserable 
bondage to that perfect freedom in Thy ser- 
vice to which my Baptism admitted me ; 
take not from me the blessings which Thou 
givest in and through Thy Son. Confirm me 
in all good and holy resolutions, increase in 
me the knowledge of my duty and the ten- 
derness of my conscience, and give me Thy 
Holy Spirit to help me in my infirmities. 
Enable me now at last really to renounce the 
Devil and all his works, and always to cleave 
steadfastly to my Saviour. May all carnal 
affections die in me, and all things belonging 
to the Spirit live and grow in me, till I come 
at last to that everlasting kingdom, which 
thou hast promised to those wha unfeignedly 
love Thee, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



The following passages of Scripture may 
be usefully read and thougK^. on^^>Vol ^<3^^ 
nection with the preceding ci\v«5\.^x\— 

l> 3 
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Psalm H., to teach us the kind of 
which our penitence should produce 
Eph. iv. 20 — 32., as enumerating ms^^T^ 
the sins against which we are espcci/if^ 
pledged ; 1 John, ii. 15—17., Gal. v. 19— 2 :^^ ^ 
John, viii. 44., which contain, respectivelj^^ ' 
examples of the three classes of temptations 
mentioned in the Baptismal Service; and 
Matt. iv. 1 — 11., Luke, iv. 1 — 13., compared 
with Heb. iv. 12-— 16., to show us how they 
may be resisted. We shall observe, that the 
first of our Lord's temptations, taking them 
in St. Luke's order, was a temptation of the 
Flesh, the second of the World, the third of 
the Devil ; so that when the passage in the 
Hebrews assures us that Christ was in all 
points tempted like as we are, it implies, that 
each of His three temptations affords a speci- 
men of one of the three classes of dangers 
against which we are called upon to struggle, 
and that the facts recorded in the gospels 
should be to us a proof that Christ can sym- 
pathise with us, and help us in them all. 
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^ QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER IT. 

1 . What are the three parts of the baptismal vow ? 

2. What three parts of the Christian life correspond 
to them respectively ? 

3. Can it be said that we are bound to serve God, 
because our Sponsors promised that we should do so ? 

4. What is the original tie which binds us to God ? 

5. How do we know that our nature is sinful ? 

. 6. What has Scripture told us about the original 
constitution of our nature, which we could not have 
known otherwise ? 

7. What offers from God does Scripture reveal to 
us? 

8. What part of the baptismal ceremony was insti- 
tuted by Christ ? 

9. What is the other part of it^ and by whom in- 
stituted ? 

10. In what sense do our Godfathers and God- 
mothers make a promise in our name ? 

11. Could we escape from our duties to God by 
renouncing our Baptism ? 

12. Distinguish between the temptations of the 
World, the Flesh, and the Devil, and give instances 
of each. 

13. What was the sin of David in numbering the 
people ? 

14. What was the sin of Korah, Dathan, and 
Abiram ? 

15. What was the sin of the Israelites awaitvai <Jcv<^ 
prophets ? 



Questions tm Chapter II. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE BAPTISMAL VOW. — PART II. 

The Creed. 

I. The second part of the Baptismal Vow, 
to believe the articles of the Christian faith, 
binds us to an acceptance of that revelation, 
of which the shortest summary is contained 
in the Apostles' Creed. It is needless to 
enter into all the articles of this formulary of 
our faith, of which many are a mere statement 
of historical facts. It will be better to say 
a few words on that short explanation of its 
whole purport, contained in the answer which 
the Catechism gives to the question, — 
" What dost thou chiefly learn in these 
articles of thy belief?" viz. — That we learn 
to believe in God the Father who made us, 
God the Son who redeemed us, and God the 
Holy Ghost who sanctifies us. It is hei:^ 
declared that the eaaeiia^ ^l NJaa ^3«i>^^^!ss^ 
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faith consists in a belief in the Trinity^ and 
this point requires a little explanation. 

II. The word Trinity does not occur any- 
where in Scripture, but was invented by the 
early writers of the Church, to include in one 
short expression a number of facts scattered 
up and down many parts of the Bible, but of 
which the great practical result is the lesson, 
that religion must be made to influence our 
daily lifcj and enter into all our thoughts and 
occupations. For in the Trinity, God is re- 
vealed to us in a manner in which we can 
apply our knowledge of His existence to our 
own spiritual use and benefit. Without 
Christianity, our general idea of God would 
be merely that of an Almighty Spirit, wholly 
removed from the sphere of human thoughts 
and feelings, too great to enter into our wants 
and weaknesses, dwelling in unapproachable 
light, and separated from us by a barrier 
altogether impassable. Sometimes indeed 
the contrivances for our comfort, which we 
see in the arrangement of the physical cre- 
ation, might lead us to hope that God loved 
us. Yet we know too well from history, how 
ihtle practical comfort can be d^TiNed £toxci 
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such considerations^ how hard the wisest men 
of old found it " to feel after Him and find 
Him " by these traces of His presence, how 
far the best of them were from any concep- 
tion of Him, at all resembling that which 
Christianity has given us, how utterly alien- 
ated from Him were the mass of mankind. 
With such a view of God as that above de- 
scribed, would be coupled, in any serious 
mind, most painful thoughts about our own 
nature and condition. Not only must we be 
conscious of numerous past sins, but, if we 
think at all, we must feel that we are per- 
fectly incapable of overcoming them for the 
future. And then if we had united these 
feelings merely with the consciousness that 
we are in the hands of a God of entire and 
absolute holiness, not only of purer eyes than 
to behold iniquity, but also incapable of sym- 
pathising with temptation. Whose will we 
have constantly outraged, and from Whom 
we feel still further separated by sin, than 
we are naturally by ignorance and helpless- 
ness, what could be the result, except that we 
must sink either into unbelief ot A^^ SkjXr* 
despair? But Chriatiamty \viaa \ssxy^^ ^"^ 
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that we may yet obtain from God, pardon> 
and holiness, and everlasting salvation. 

III. In the Gospel it is revealed to us that 
God's essential attribute is love. Impelled 
by this divine quality, He determined to 
make Himself known to men, to reconcile 
them to Himself, to forgive them, to enable 
them to be holy, to take them to dwell with 
Him for ever after this life ; — and yet not 
to abate one tittle of His abhorrence of sin, 
but rather to display before the eyes of the 
whole world, how impossible it was for Him 
to overlook it, or to connect Himself with any 
being who was not delivered from its curse. 
To effect all this, there came forth from the 
bosom of the Father, the Eternal Word> 
"Who hath dwelt with Him for all ages in a 
union whose nature our faculties cannot con- 
ceive, but Who had always been the decla- 
ration of God to man, the Mediator by Whom 
the invisible Creator held communications 
with His creatures. This Wordy so called 
from this very circumstance that He declares 
the Father's will to man, had created all 
things, had been the immediate Governor of 
tie world and all that is m \t, VvaA Vi^^x^ 
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revealed to the Jews as the Lord of their 
nation, giving them the Law from Sinai, and 
dwelling within the temple, in the Holy of 
Holies." He now took upon Him. human 
nature, and in the form of a Man came down 
and lived among us. Thus our first great 
difficulty is removed; God is no longer in- 
comprehensible, in the same way in which 
He was before. In one sense, of course. He 
is entirely so ; how He was enabled to do all 
this, we cannot understand, because we are 
not of the same nature as He. Neither could 
one of the lower animals understand what is 
that power in us which enables us to speak 
in articulate language. No being can under- 
stand another being, with whom he has not 
a common nature, and therefore, when God 

■ The proof of this assertion is too long to be inserted 
here ; it is however, manifest to any one who reads the 
Old Testament attentively, and compares it with the 
New, that the Lord who guided and governed the 
Jews, was the same Word who had created the world 
and was afterwards incarnate as Jesus Christ. See for 
instance, 1 Cor. x. 9., Heb. xi, 26., John i. 11., where 
the expression. His own^ plainly refers to the Jews^ 
and shows that they were the peo\i\^ oi ^VYvaX^^NaX'^^'^b. 
than of God the Father. 
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in the person of Christ took our nature upon 
Him, He enable us, so far, to understand 
Him. We now can know that He sympa- 
thises with our temptations, that He really 
loves us and desires our everlasting good, that 
He is touched with a feeling of our infir- 
mities.^ 

IV. But still this Incarnation has only re- 
vealed to us yet more vividly the perfect 
purity of God, and therefore may excite in 
us a painful doubt whether we, who are so 
polluted by sin, can ever be admitted to His 
favour. Therefore, besides having the know- 
ledge of God, it is also necessary for us to be 
assured that we may be reconciled to Him. 
As the knowledge of God is given us by the 
Life of Christ, so reconciliation with God is 
given us in His Death. We can no longer 
doubt that sin is hateful, when we see the 
incarnate God dying as a sacrifice to atone 
for it. For by this means He reconciles His 
Father to us. He has taken upon Himself all 
our sins, and thus His Father can freely for- 
give them all, without appearing indifferent 
to them. Nor can we doubt that they are 

* Heb. iv. 15. 
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perfectly atoned for, when we consider who 
and what He is, who has thus died for them. 
Thus then is God reconciled, and everlasting 
glory is promised, to all of us, who place our 
whole trust in this Saviour, who have a lively 
faith in His Death as the means of our de- 
liverance, in His Resurrection as the pledge 
of ours, in His present existence as of One 
who can hear our prayers and help us in our 
infirmities, and in His future return to de- 
mand an account of all our actions ; and who 
therefore desire, to the utmost of their ability, 
to love Him and serve Him in all things. 

V. But even yet the work of our restora- 
tion to God's likeness is incomplete. By 
Christ's Incarnation, Atonement, and Kesur- 
rection, we obtain a knowledge of God, a 
means of reconciliation with Him, an assur- 
ance of everlasting life. It is certain that 
such blessings, if thoroughly believed, must 
awaken in us a feeling of love ; that this love 
will manifest itself in a desire to serve Christ, 
and to be like Him ; but still the work is not 
finished. We desire what we have no means 
of accomplishing. For \^e fe^V Njc^aS^ ^cj^st 
nature id corrupt, our poweica o^ V\>x\isxv%^'^^'^^ 

K 2 
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sin to holiness decayed, our natural inclii 
tions constantly rising up, in favour of the 
evil habits which we promised in our Baptis 
to renounce. These difficulties are remove 
by the further revelation that in the Godheai 
there is yet a Third Person, who is the con- 
stant internal support of Christ's people, 
dwelling in their hearts by a spiritual manner 
of existence, inclining them and strengthen- 
ing them to do what is right. This Third 
Person, — God the Holy Ghost, — dictates 
to them good thoughts, helps them in their 
prayers, gives them strength to resist temp- 
tation. And this completes the great end of 
Christ's coming, by imparting to us the means 
of becoming holy. We know that the Spirit 
is at once Almighty, and capable of sympa- 
thisinff with all our weakness, because He 
proceeds from the Father, and also from the 
Son.^ 

"" Nicene Creed. With regard to this word pro^ 
'^eding^ it will be enough to give a practical meaning"*' 
^ it, namely, that the Holy Ghost is the Spirit of the 
atlier and the Son, sent by the Father and the Son 
^®» to aid us in our struggles, that His help is pro- 
*ec/ bjr our praying to t\ie FatVier l\ixou^ vW %ow^ 
^ ^Ifc Son /;7inierlintely *, and l\iat, ^Vexe^oTc^ ^vcx^d 
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VI. If then we really wish to show our 
faith in the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, and 
to receive that comfort and support which so 
many good men, for so many hundred years, 
have derived from their belief in it, we must 
remember that the necessary consequence of 
such a faith and only true sign of its exist- 
ence, is a life spent in the devout service of 
Him, who through His Son, has given to us 
His Spirit. Such a living and working faith 
must be kept alive by earnest prayer, aided 
by continual watchfulness and efforts of our 
own, that the knowledge of the Father's will, 
which the Son has brought us, may be the 
guide of our whole lives ; that the crowning 
mercy of Christ's Death, which has reconciled 
God to us, may be met on our parts by un- 
ceasing efforts to conquer sin, and by a love 
which inwardly impels us to seek after good- 
ness; and that the help of the Holy Ghost 
may never be denied to us in consequence of 
r obstinacy or carelessness, but may con- 



he proceeds from, and is sent by the Son, His help is 
the peculiar and promised blessing of all who are ad- 
mitted into the Christian co^etvaivX^ «iA ^xs^x^'i.^ •^^'^ 
sebeme of salvation which i\ie ^oxv'Vi'aa xes^'^^^'^^ ^'^'^ 
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stantly purify our hearts, and produce abun- 
dant fruit of holiness and Christian zeal. 



A PRAYER FOR AN INCREASE OF FAITH 

AND LOVE. 

O Almighty and All-merciful Father, 
Who hast so graciously spared me, and re- 
mitted the punishment which my sins deserve, 
give to rae a spirit of hearty love to Thee, and 
enable me to feel that I am in truth Thy re- 
conciled child. Save me from the folly and 
wickedness of separating myself from Thy 
mercies, and cutting myself off by sin from 
the communion of Thy chosen. Increase 
and strengthen in me every good disposition, 
and so order by Thy providence every event 
which happens to me in this world, that all 
its changes and chances may issue in the fur- 
therance of my everlasting salvation, through 
Jesus Christ my Saviour. 

O mo3t blessed Lord Jesus Christ, Whi^ 

hast declared Thyself to be my Friend, my 

Saviour and my Brother, send Thy Spirit to 

keep alive in me Thy faith, and enable me to 

^el and know in my inmost \ie«c\^ >(\\^\,T\iRi>x 
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art ever present with me, helping and guiding 
me when I try to follow Thee, pitying and 
seeking me even though I go astray as a 
sheep that is lost. O pardon me for all my 
past negligence and indiflference to Thee ; fill 
me now with the spirit of ardent devotion to 
thy service ; and at the last receive me into 
that heavenly kingdom, which Thy Blood 
has purchased for Thy Kedeemed. 

O Holy Spirit of God and Christ, come 
down, I beseech Thee, and dwell with me, 
and make my heart Thy temple. Purify it 
and cleanse it from every vain imagination, 
fill it with a faith in those invisible things 
which Thy Scriptures have revealed to me, 
and with a true, and humble, and devoted 
love to Thee, and the Father, and the Son. 

O Holy, Everlasting God, Three Persons 
and One God, preserve and quicken in me 
that spiritual life which springs from Thy 
preserving, and redeeming, and sanctifying 
•^ care ; make me daily more pure, more faith- 
ful, more earnest, more loving, more deeply 
anxious to fulfil my Christian duty, till at 
last, with all those who live \w TVv^ ^vs^Nj^'Sis;^ 
fear^ I come to the perfect evv^o^\Xift;cL\.c{^*^ 
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glorious vision of Godhead, which I now see 
through a glass darkly, but then shall gaze 
on face to face* Amen. 



The statements in this chapter are chiefly- 
founded on the following passages of Scrip- 
ture, which it will be desirable to read at- 
tentively. John, i. 1 — 18., iii. 3 — 21., v. 
17_30., viii. 12—59., x. 1—18. 24—38., 
xiv., XV., xvi., xvii. ; Eph. ii» (especially 
18—22.) with St. Paul's prayer for the 
church in iii. 14 — 21.; Philipp. iii.; Heb. 
i., ii. ; 1 John i., iii., iv. By reading large 
portions of Scripture of this kind, our hearts 
will probably be more deeply impressed with 
the truth and practical importance of these 
views of the Christian religion, than by 
searching for confirmations of the Trinitarian 
doctrine in single texts, however satisfactory 
to the understanding. In these passages are 
attributed to Christ the distinguishing per- 
fections of Divinity ; eternal existence, power 
of creating and preserving, omnipresence, 
omniscience^ a right to receive our worship. 
-A Being to i^hom all tbia is wacxWi^^ c».Ti\i^ 
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none other than God. Besides these passages, 
the early part of the book of Acts furnishes 
us with the clearest view of the Holy 
Ghost's Personality and Divinity, as we 
should naturally expect at the beginning of 
that new dispensation, in which He, accord- 
ing to Christ's promise, was to be the Com- 
forter and Guide of God's people. See es- 
pecially V. 1 — 4., viii. 29., xiii. 2, &c. Again 
we should compare Isaiah, vi. 1 — 10., with 
John, xii. 37 — 41., and Acts, xxviii. 25. 



QUESTIONS ON CHA.PTER III. 

1. Does the word Trinity occur in Scripture ? By 
whom and why was it invented ? 

2. What would be our idea of God without Chris- 
tianity ? 

3. What would be the natural result of such a con- 
ception of God ? 

4. Why is Jesus Christ called the Word f 

5. Where are we told that He is the creator of the 
world ? 

6. Show that He was the Lord of the Jewish nation. 

7. How has He shown us tVv«».t. G^^i vi\s^^'5w<5i^>»Ra. 
with our troubles, and loveaua*^ 
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8. Why could we not understand God without 
Christ? 

9. What benefit have we derived from Chri8t*8 
death ? 

10. What do we learn from His Resurrection? 

11. What is Christ doing for us now ? 

12. What will He do hereafter? 

13. Why are not the Incarnation, Death, and Re- 
surrection of Christ sufficient -to restore us to Grod^s 
likeness ? 

14. How is that work of restoration completed? 

15. What practical lesson may we derive from the 
words in the Nicene Qre^dit proceeding from the Father 
and the Son f 

16. How should we show our belief in the Trinity ? 

17. Cite passages which tell us that Christ has ex- 
isted for ever, knows all things, has a right to our 
worship. 

18. Cite passages in which the Holy Ghost is pro- 
mised as the Guide and active Grovernor of the Church 
after Christ's Resurrection. 

19. Mention occasions in which He appears in that 
character. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE BAPTISMAL VOW. — 1»ART III. 

The Ten Commandments. 

I. To each of the divisions of our Baptismal 
Vow,- the Catechism has added a short sum- 
mary of the objects which it embraces. Thus 
the sins from which we promise to abstain 
are summed up as the dangers incurred from 
the temptations of the World, the Flesh, and 
the Devil ; the faith to which we pledge our 
adherence is given in the Creed ; and so in 
like manner the Ten Commandments are 
placed before us as containing a short and 
comprehensive summary of the moral law, 
which we declare our readiness to keep. 

II. No one will imagine that the Ten 
Commandments in their literal meaning con- 
tain the whole of that moral law, who re- 
members how our Saviour has extended the 
prohibition against mutdex \.c> ^xv ^^\^^ 
thought, and against adwUerj lo ^ ^vi^*^^ 
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look,^ Nor shall we forget the mfinner in 
which, in another place. He briefly sums up 
the Commandments, by declaring that they 
include the most zealous devotion possible 
both to God and to our neighbour.* The 
first four He reduces to the general com- 
mand, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind ; and the last six he includes 
in a similar manner under the direction, — 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
For the Christian service of God is not 
limited to a course of conduct, such as that 
which the Ten Commandments, taken lite- 
rally, prescribe ; but can only be fulfilled by 
a devout and purified state of mind. The 
whole of the Old Testament contains a suc- 
cession of proofs that they could not be ob- 
served by any mere feeling of duty ; that 
is, the principle of obedience was not sufli- 
cient to enable men to lead good lives, be- 
cause human nature was so dei)raved and 
corrupt, that of itself it could not turn to 
holiness. Therefore the Gospel, without re- 

"^ Matt, y, 21, 22. 27, 28. * "NLaU. x^yv.^H— ^Si. 
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laxing in the slightest degree the strictest 
morality required by the law, added to the 
principle of obedience, the more efficacious 
one of love ; which, though no doubt recog- 
nised in the Old Testament, is not the pro- 
minent feature of that dispensation. Instead 
of giving a code of laws, and requiring us to 
observe them, it changed the Commandments 
into an inward impulse to do right, by put- 
ting God's will into men's minds, and writing 
it in their hearts y, and this in two ways, — 
(1) by the doctrine of Justification by Faith, 
and (2) by that of Sanctification through the 
Spirit. 

III. First, it taught men that they are 
justified or considered righteous in God's 
sight by faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The meaning of this is, that whereas God's 
favour was extended to the Jews on con- 
dition of their obeying His Commandments, it 
is now promised to all, who are united in heart 
and soul to their Saviour, by a lively and 
active faith in the redemption, of which He 
is the author. In this way are called forth 

^ Jer. xxxi. 33. Heb. V\\\.\0. 
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all the purest and best feelings of which we 
are capable, to be the means of our serving 
God. We serve Him, not in order that we 
may o.btain His favour, but because, for 
Christ's sake, we have obtained it ; not from 
fear, but from gratitude. For we must re- 
member that when to faith is annexed the 
promise of everlasting salvation, and when 
the Apostle said of it, "Who is he that 
overcometh the world, but he that believeth 
that Jesus is the Son of God?'** — the refer- 
ence is not to a belief which has its seat in 
the understanding, but to a faith which 
springs from the heart, and which, acknow- 
ledging with earnestness the mighty truth 
that Christ died to deliver us from sin and 
from its penalty, shows itself in an earnest 
and devoted gratitude, and in such a love as 
is demanded by such an inestimable blessing. 
IV. Thus, then, it is intended that a holy 
life should arise ; that God's commandments 
should be kept, not only as a duty, but as a 
pleasure ; that our obedience should be that 
of sons, not of slaves, by no means limited 

" 1 John, V. 5. 
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lo the letter of God's law, but of such a 
kind that we should constantly feel desirous 
of opportunities to serve Him, so as never to 
be contented till every thought and feeling 
is brought into obedience to His will. How 
far superior such a service is to a mere ob- 
servance of distinct laws, is seen every day. 
No one would think that a son, a brother, or 
a friend fulfilled bis duty by a mere attention 
to the bare commands or requests of those 
who loved hiip, unless he also delighted in 
returning their affection, by spontaneous acts 
of love and kindness. No one would think 
a man even respectable, who abstained from 
robbery merely because the laws of England 
forbid it. We are required by the voice of 
society to look on offences which it pro- 
nounces dishonourable, with absolute horror 
and repugnance. If we carry out this prin- 
ciple to other sins, of which society does not 
take cognizance, we shall easily see how much 
higher is that state of mind which loathes 
all guilt because it is displeasing to God and 
Christ, and unworthy of our redemption, 
than that which would 1X1^X0.1^ ^^\so». \\^<5K2^ 

s 1 
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a crime because it is included in the letter of 
the Ten Commandments. 

V. Faith, then, must be the surest parent 
of holiness, for men are not righteous because 
they perform certain actions outwardly good, 
but they must have righteous principles, and 
then they will certainly perform good actions. 
Now we see at once that there can be no 
purer source of holiness, no principle more 
entirely riorhteous, than that love to Christ, 
which flows from a firm belief that He is our 
Saviour and our Friend, and that we are ac- 
cepted by God for His sake. By such teach- 
ing, the Gospel does not interfere with the 
supreme importance of the principle of Duty, 
on the contrary, it magnifies and strengthens 
it. Conscience and Duty will always cry 
out against us when we do anything un- 
worthy of our Christian profession, and re- 
proach us for ingratitude to Him who died 
for us, while at the same time the constrain- 
ing power of love to Christ will make any 
violations of God's will less and less possible. 
Thus it is Christianity only, which can enable 
us to realise such language as that in which 
Wordsworth addresses Duty x — 
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" There are, who ask not if thine eye 
Be on them : who in love and truth, 
Where no misgiving is, relj 
Upon the genial sense of youth : 
Glad hearts, without reproach and blot, 
Who do thy work, and know it not : 
Oh 1 if through confidence misplaced 
They fail, thy saving arms, dread power ! around 
them cast. 

Serene will be our days and bright, 

And happy will our nature be. 

When hve is an unerring light. 

And joy its own security. 

And they a blissful course may hold 

E*en now, who not unwisely bold, 

Live in the spirit of this creed. 

Yet find thy firm support, according to their needy ■ 

Only, as our nature is so defiled by sin, it is 
no mere " genial sense of youth/' which can 
enable us to escape from it, for in youth as 
well as age this fatal corruption is but too 
awfully manifest. No principle can avail to 
turn our duty into our happiness, except this 
great and absorbing one of love to Christ. 
And as the perfection of this love is the per- 
fection of religion, and really would enable 

• Wordswort\\, Ode lo T>\x\.n[ . 
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us to ^' do God's work and know it not ; " so 
the first beginnings of this love, involved in 
and resulting from the faith that Christ has 
died for us, should be the beginning of all 
true efforts after holiness. Turning first to 
Christ because we long to be delivered from 
our sins, and believe that He alone can save 
us, we shall begin to love Him, and from 
loving we shall proceed to serving Him, till 
at last it becomes our happiness to exert 
ourselves actively for God's glory, by setting 
a pure and holy example, by helping and 
persuading all under our influence to lead a 
Christian life, by taking all possible oppor- 
tunities of carrying on Christ's work on 
earth. 

VI. Secondly^ the means of accomplishing 
this service were to be given to us, as we 
saw iu the last chapter, by the presence of 
God the Holy Ghost, inspiring us with hatred 
to sin and love to Christ, dwelling in our 
hearts to strengthen and direct us, to foster 
every good resolution, and help us to over- 
come the evil principles which defile us. For 
our Ji)inds are so corrupted, that in spite of 
r/je gratitude which the thoxx^X. oi CiVv^sJC^ 
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Death should excite within us, we are still 
in our own strength unable to turn to God, 
or to grow in holiness. God therefore has 
helped us by an assistance entirely external 
to us, by the operation of His Spirit upon 
ours. Just as we are influenced by the ad- 
vice, persuasion, or authority of an earthly 
friend, so His Spirit silently suggests to us 
good and holy thoughts, and gives us strength 
to serve God. "I will pray the Father," 
said our Lord, " and He shall give you ano- 
ther Comforter that He may abide with you 
for ever."^ Thus guided by holy principles 
and Divine help, we may hope to keep God's 
commandments in the spirit and not in the 
letter. We have indeed no sensible signs 
that the Holy Ghost is with us, except the 
improvement and sanctification of our lives* 
But we need not doubt that He is given 
to those who pray for His help ; for if 
men "being evil know how to give good 
gifts unto their children, how much more 
shall our heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask Him?"« There- 

^ John, xiv. 16. ^ \»\3\5La>^\A'5». 
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fore, trusting to this promise, animated and 
quickened by faith in Christ, and praying 
earnestly for the gift of the Holy Ghost, we 
shall experience such a gradual change in, 
our lives and characters as will prove to us 
that His help is a most solemn, and com- 
forting, and encouraging reality. 

VII. We have seen then what is the view 
which we take as Christians, of obedience to 
God's commandments. They are a short 
summary of the moral law binding on us 
originally as beings possessing conscience 
and reason, confirmed by the express decla- 
ration of God to the Jews on Mount Sinai, 
and now rendered doubly obligatory to us, 
not merely in their letter, but in the widest 
possible extension of their spirit, by the gra- 
titude and love which must result from a 
true faith in Christ, and from the power of 
fulfilling them, which is given to us by the 
help of the Holy Ghost. We are not indeed 
to imagine that this faith, or this help, will 
enable us immediately to fulfil God's law. 
The process must be gradual. First, our 
faith will be weak and irresolute, and then 
our constant j)ray or muj^t be, " XiOT^X^KTve^esv:^^ 
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it."^ But even when it is increased by the 
influence of God's Spirit, we must recollect 
that the corruption of our nature remains, 
and will constantly dim its brightness. Nor 
shall we forget that it is by our works that 
God will judge us at the last ; that is, that 
they must prove the reality of our faith and 
love, or else that we shall forfeit for ever our 
place in Heaven. Therefore our life must 
for a long time be a constant struggle, and 
we shall not only have need of prayer, but 
also of a strict and earnest watchfulness, 
aided by a careful examination of ourselves, 
that we may discover and subdue those evils 
in our character in which this corruption 
principally shows itself. 

VIII. Now in the case of young persons, 
the natural obstacles to their keeping God's 
commandments^ may be generally ranged un- 
der five classes, — selfishness ; vanity and the 
desire of applause ; carelessness; bad temper; 
and weakness. It is not intended to assert 
that every dangerous quality which disturbs 
them can be reduced to one of these heads ; 

^ Luke, "i\\\.5. 
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and the whole class of external temptation 
are designedly omitted, because the object i 
to point out some practical helps toward 
improving the natural character. Again 
ambition and pride are omitted, because thej 
are more commonly the dangers of men thai 
of boys, in whom they are seldom develope< 
in their full enormity. Still they do oftei 
exist in young persons to a very great extent 
and any one who is conscious of either o: 
them, may apply to himself much of what ii 
here said with reference to selfishness anc 
vanity. Neither is lying mentioned, for thai 
seems generally to be rather the consequence 
either of selfishness or weakness, than an ori- 
ginal and ^primary temptation. In the firsi 
place, then, a boy in whose heart the love Oj 
Christ has begun to operate, will earnestlj 
endeavour to discover what are the evils it 
his disposition which prevent him from ren- 
dering to God the blessed service of keeping 
His commandments. Having ascertainec 
this by a careful self-examination, accompa- 
nied by earnest prayer, he will first conse- 
crnte in the same way all his future efforts 
to God and Christ, and eaTiie«.\\^ ^^ ^oy \>l^ 
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Holy Spirit's help, to bless and aid his own 
imperfect endeavours. 

IX. Now, suppose, in the first place, that 
he is convinced that his principal natural 
danger raises from selfishness. There can 
be no doubt that it is his duty, in order to 
destroy this hateful quality, to do actions 
positively disagreeable to himself for the sake 
of obliging others. He must try and com- 
pensate for the pain which such self-denial 
may cause him, by tasting the luxury of 
giving pleasure to others, acting in the spirit 
of our Lord's precept, It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.® 

X. Similarly, if he finds his danger to be 
not so much that gross desire of making 
everything promote his personal enjoyment, 
which we commonly mean by selfishness; 
but that more subtle yet no less dangerous 
temptation, which leads hiin to look for his 
chief pleasure to the admiration of others, 
and to put prominently forward his own real 
or fancied excellencies ; then it woul3 seem 
right for him to abstain from doing actions, 
which, not being necessary in tKeca&e.bi^'s*^ 

• Acts, x"x.,^5. 
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are likely to gain for him the applause of his 
companions, even though they be in other 
respects harmless. He would do well, for 
instance, to avoid talking much in company 
where he is sure to be thought clever or 
witty, and to take every other similar means 
of fostering in himself that blessed grace of 
humility, than which no brighter jewel 
adorns the Christian crown. 

XL So again with a careless boy. It is 
impossible to say how carelessness manifests 
itself in any particular case; but suppose that 
any one is convinced, that to read the Bible 
daily would greatly help him in his Christian 
course, but though he has resolved to do so, 
often forgets it. It would seem desimble 
that he should acquire the habit of reading it 
by fixing on some definite time for doing so, 
and steadily resolving to give up any plea- 
sure in which atthattimehe would naturally 
be engaged, till he has begun to consider this 
duty a necessary part of his daily occupations. 
When once the habit is acqmred, he will 
soon cease to regard it as a task, but look 
upon the short period of each day which he 
devotes to it, as a refvcs\\rc\eiv\.»xv5L^^W&\3ct^. 
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And he may apply a similar method to ac- 
quire any other habit which he is desirous to 
gain. 

XII. In faults of temper there is this 
peculiarity, that a person is often surprised 
into them suddenly, even though really strug- 
gling to conquer them. It would seem, then, 
that the remedy for these must be something 
dene after the fault is committed, and which, 
it may bs hoped, will prevent its repetition. 
The first course will be to acknowledge the 
sin to God in prayer, and ask Him to pardon 
it, and after this is done humbly and earnestly, 
then either directly to express regret to the 
person who has been offended, or at least to 
take such pains to show him kindness and 
attention, as to make the desire of atoning 
for the offence perfectly evident. .The very 
effort of having to do this will make a person 
more unwilling to expose himself to the an- 
noyance of having to do it again^ and so will 
check him when he is next inclined to act 
unkindly or harshly to another. Doubtless, 
too, any one who so plainly proves that he 
is in earnest, will be restrained ^Wxv ^^^5^ 
temptation comes, by t\\^ vo&Mexv^^ ^S. Qv^^' 
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Holy Spirit, and aided by the intercessions 
of Jesus Christ. 

XIII. With regard to the last head, that 
of weakness, the diflSculty is certainly very 
great. No one has need of such constant 
care and watchfuhiess, as he who feels it an 
effort to resist the bad influence of others. 
Many boys at school who really have in them- 
selves-no love for evil, are led into actions of 
which they are heartily ashamed, solely by 
the persuasion of those who, by the unac- 
countable skill which wickedness possesses 
of gaining to itself strength and power, have 
acquired a kind of authority and importance 
among their companions. In this case^ how- 
ever, they have but one remedy, to separate 
themselves entirely and absolutely from the 
society of him who persuades them to do 
wrong. Unless this is done at all risks, 
there is no real security, and no one who 

jjoes not take all the means in his own power 
to escape from the sins into which weak- 
ness leads him, can expect that God will 
help him or deliver him from this great de- 

fect of character. 
XIV. But after a\\, v?e tcvvl^X. Tc«ke«^^^^ 
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that these struggles and efforts are but subsi- 
diary to the great instrument of success, ear- 
nest and devoted and continual prayer. Or 
rather, perhaps, such efforts are to be con- 
sidered as a part of prayer, a proof that we 
are really anxious for what we ask, and are 
ready to exert ourselves in order to obtain it. 
Any one who wishes to procure a favour 
from another, does not content himself with 
merely asking, but makes it manifest in many 
other ways that he truly and eagerly desires 
it. And in proportion to the eagerness shown, 
is the readiness of the other to grant the 
favour desired. It is just so in our requests 
to God. As He requires the service of the 
heart, so He demands the prayers of the heart, 
that is, prayers really earnest, flowing from 
an awakened and purified conscience, and a 
mind whose deepest and most pervading 
anxiety is to attain to holiness and ever- 
lasting glory. To such a mind He gives the 
aid of His Spirit, and • ability to struggle 
against the evil inclination which most defiles 
it. To one He gives kindness by the same 
Spirit, to another strength ot xs^^A \s^ *C5s^ 
same Spirit, to another t\iv>\x'^Vl\3N:«^^^^^"^*^^ 
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same Spirit, to another love for others by 
the same Spirit, to each one that quality for 
which he is diligently seeking, by watching 
and by prayer. 



A PRAYER THAT WE MAY DESIRE TO DO 

god's will. 

O Almighty Father, Who hast vouchsafed 
to deliver me from the power of darkness, 
and to translate me into the kingdom of Thy 
dear Son, I pray Thee to pour Thy Spirit 
into ray heart, that by Him I may be quick- 
ened to newness of life. Lord, make me to 
love Thy commandments, and always to find 
my chief delight in doing Thy holy will. 
Deliver me from the bondage of every evil 
quality which prevents my growth in good- 
ness ; save me from selfishness, vanity, and 
thoughtlessness, and all evil tempers; give 
me strength and vigour to carry out my 
resolutions, and to enable me to serve Thee 
in all things. May I obey Thy blessed com* 
wands, not outwardly only, but inwardly, 
ever hating and shrinking troiw «a^ \)cvwx^V 
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which is inconsistent with them. May they 
be written on my heart, according to Thy 
own promise ; may I love Thee with all my 
mind, and soul, and strength ; and may I love 
those around me as Christ has loved me. 
Hear me, O Father, for His sake, who died 
and rose again for me, and in whom alone 
I can hope to be changed and sanctified. 
Amen. 



In connection with this chapter should be 
read the following parts of Scripture : — Matt.- 
V. 13—48., vii. 13—20., xxv. 14—30.; 
Mark, x. 17 — 31.; Luke, vii. 36 — 50., xii. 
35—48., XV. 11—32/; Gal. ii. 15—21., iii. 
22 — 29.; 1 Pet. i. 15—25., ii. ; 1 John, iv. 
7 — 21.'; Exod. xix. 1 — 9., xx. 1 — 21., com- 
pared with Heb. xii» 12 — 29.; James, ii. 
14—26. 

' Those who can procure " Arnold's Christian Life, 
its Ilopes, and Fears, and Close," should not fail to 
read the application of this passage to persons whose 
difficulties arise from other dangers than riches, con- 
tained in Sermon xxiii., "CUviaCti "^w\\«n% "vn* '^'=S' 
Youngr 
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QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER IV. 

1 . Why are the Ten Commandments inserted in the 
Catechism ? 

2. How has Christ extended the injunction of the 
Sixth Commandment ? How of the Seventh ? 

3. To what general precept does He reduce the 
first four ? To what the last six ? 

4. Why is the principle of obedience insufficient to 
make men good ? 

5. What principle is added to this in the Grospel P 

6. How are we justified, or accounted righteous, 
by God ? 

7. What is the nature of Christian Faith ? 

8. From what feelings and motives ought Christians 
especially to observe God*s Commandments ? 

9. To enable us to lead holy lives, what else is ne- 
cessary besides a right principle of conduct ? 

10. What are the signs of the presence of the Holy 
Ghost? 

1 1 . How do we obtain His help ? 

12. How will the reality of our faith be tested at 
the day of Judgment ? 



67 



CHAPTER V. 

PRATER. 

I. When a person who is anxious to observe 
the vow made for him ih his Baptism, begins 
to put his good intentions into practice, he 
soon finds that he is weak and helpless, and 
will therefore be desirous to seek for aid 
elsewhere — that is, he will betake himself 
to prayer. It is needless to do more than 
refer to one or two well known passages in 
Scripture to prove how full, how constant, 
and how repeated are the promises that God 
will hear our prayers. " If ye ask anything 
in my Name I will do it."*^ " If ye abide in 
me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask 
what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.'*^ 
Or, to take a passage similar to one which 
was quoted in the last ^jhapter: "If ye, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 

« John, xiv.l4. ^ ^OK^^-siN.l. 
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your children, how much more shall your 
Father which is in heaven give good things to 
them that ask Him ? "* Such are only a few of 
the declarations that God most assuredly hears 
and answers our prayers. Some have found 
a difficulty in fully accepting these promises, 
from the notion that as God is all-wise and 
all-good. His plans cannot be altered or mo- 
dified by any requests or suggestions of ours. 
But though it is not conceivable that our 
prayers should oblige God to listen to our 
wishes, we can perfectly understand that He 
Himself may choose so to modify His provi- 
dential purposes. He, who is Almighty, has 
condescended to reveal to us that in arrang- 
ing His government of our affairs, He takes 
account of the earnest desires and requests 
of those who approach Him in and through 
His Son Jesus Christ; and this no doubt 
with the view of teaching us that we are His 
children, and helping us to love Him with 
true piety and affectionate devotion. Just 
as He has told us that His intentions as to 
our everlasting condition in the next world 

^ Matt. vu. \\. / 
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are made to depend upon our own actions, 
so also is He pleased to make our con- 
dition now, in spiritual matters entirely, 
and in temporal things to a great extent, 
dependent upon our prayers to Him. Of 
course both one arrangement and the other 
results merely from God's Almighty will. 
He might have resolved to be influenced by 
nothing which we could either do or say, 
but it His pleasure to take compassion upon 
us, and listen to the humble expression of 
our earnest wishes. Since then we are pro- 
vided with such a way as this of escaping 
from sin, and abiding always in communion 
with God and Christ, we shall surely desire 
constantly to avail ourselves of it. We shall 
remember that our blessed Lord remained a 
whole night in prayer'' ; and this example may 
suggest to us that we should do more than 
express to Him our wants merely in the 
evening and the morning. We shall feel the 
need of His help to hold us up during the 
day, and shall make it a rule, in the course 
of our daily work, to consecrate some few 
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minutes to .God, and pray for His help tc^ 
deliver us from the temptations which sur—^ 
round us on every side. Such prayers woulcj^ 
extend a blessed and hallowing influence 
over our most absorbing occupations, gaining 
for us fresh supplies of spiritual strength, 
reminding us of the necessity of constant 
watchfulness, and keeping alive within us the 
recollection, that at every moment of our 
lives we are not only exposed to danger, but 
are also capable of receiving God's blessing 
and care. We must remember also, that if, 
as St. Paul tells us, we are " to pray without 
ceasing,"^ we must not even limit ourselves 
to any definite times specially set apart for 
devotion ; but must try to call up thoughts 
of Christ at all hours and in all places, and 
in the midst of work or of pleasure, to breathe 
a silent petition for His guiding and preserv- 
ing care, remembering that it is a Christian's 
duty to hallow every occupation to his Mas- 
ter's glory, and to exclude from it even the 
smallest sin ; and that no business or amuse- 
ment, in the course of which Christ's Image 

' 1 Thess. v.\7. 
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may not fitly recur to our minds, can be 
proper for those who have been baptized into 
His Name^ and commanded unceasingly to 
beseech Him for His help. 

n. When we read in the Bible the above 
strong declarations, that whatever we ask we 
shall receive, our first impulse must be to 
imagine that every blessing, spiritual or tem- 
poral, is placed within our reach. But we 
must remember the limitation which is put 
to this by the general idea of God and of 
His laws which we get from the Bible and 
our own consciences. We know most cer- 
tainly two things on this subject, first, that 
the blessings of this life are often not in 
reality blessings, but curses, inasmuch as 
they make us love the world too well, prevent 
our thinking of Christ or desiring heaven, 
and encourage us in selfishness and careless- 
ness : secondly, that our Father who is in 
heaven, has numbered all the hairs of our 
head, and knows better what is good for us 
than we do ourselves. Now if we really 
' with our hearts believe those two facts (and 
the belief of the heart is the only sort of faith 
to which any promiaea ot^ ^\X'\Oftfc^\fiw^^v^- 
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ture), we certainly shall make use of thenx 
in our prayers. We shall never pray for £^ 
temporal blessing without the reservation^ 
" if Thou, O Father, seest that it is good foi> 
me to have it." If we do not act thus, we 
do not believe what Christ has told us, and 
therefore have no reason to expect His 
blessing on our prayers. For instance, if we 
were to pray for great riches, the fact of our 
doing so would not only prove in general 
that our state of mind was worldly, and that 
therefore the love of the Father was not in 
us, but also more particularly, that we had 
no faith in Christ's declaration that it is easier 
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, 
than for a rich man to enter into the kinsfdom 
of God.™ Again, we must remember, that 
it is no limitation of Christ's promise to con- 
fine it to the objects for which He was sent 
into the world. If a merchant, on starting 
for some distant expedition, were to promise 
his children that he would bring them what- 
ever they asked, it would be plainly no limi- 
tation of his promise to say that he only 

"™ Matt. XIX. ^4. 
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meant the productions of those countries 
which he was going to visit. A man going 
to Africa would not be considered to have 
broken his promise by not bringing his 
children the produce of a northern climate. 
Now the objects for which Christ came to us 
are not connected with our temporal position 
and prosperity in this world, but with our 
eternal interests in another. We shall not, 
indeed, hesitate to make our temporal con- 
cerns a matter of prayer, because we know 
that they do materially affect our progress in 
holiness, and also that our kind and loving 
Saviour is thoroughly interested in them all. 
This is one of the chief blessings of His Re- 
demption and Mediation ; this is one great 
benefit which we derive from the fact that 
He took our nature up6n Him. Having 
made Himself Man, he knows thoroughly 
what is in man. He is fully aware of all our 
wants and weaknesses. And therefore we^ 
have no want, no desire, which is too trifling 
to be made an object of His tenderest sym- 
pathy. We may have feelings and troubles 
which we should scarcely like to confess ta 
the yexj dearest eartYvYj trvwA crt ^<S«5»ss^> 
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because they might laugh at us for feeling 
annoyance at a thing in their eyes so worth- 
less. But Christ can feel for us in every- 
thing, and therefore in everything we may 
claim His help ; nor is there any annoyance 
which we may not ask Him to remove. 
Only we shall ask Him according to His own 
directions. Wq shall remember that when 
St. Paul was troubled by what he calls ** a 
thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to 
buffet him," that is, some secret vexation 
which interfered with his happiness, and un- 
divided attention to God's service, he besought 
the Lord thrice that it should depart from 
him. But what was the answer ? Not that 
the trouble should be removed, but that 
strength should be given to him to bear it. 
** My strength is sufficient for thee, for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness." ° 

III. But we have a yet higher example to 
teach us the spirit in which we ought to pray 
for temporal blessings. Our Lord Himself 
in His agony in the garden, prayed that the 
cup might pass from Him, if it was His 

" 2 Cor. xii. 7—9. 
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Father's will.® And we are told expressly, 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews, that His 
prayer was heard. We read there that 
Christ " in the days of His flesh, when He 
had offered up prayers and supplications with 
strong crying and tears unto Hira that was 
able to save Him from death, was heard in 
that He feared." ^ Now we know that He 
was not heard in the sense of receiving the 
literal accomplishment of His prayer. He 
was not saved from death, for if He had 
been, we should not have been redeemed. 
But there appeared an angel from heaven 
strengthening Him.*i God answered His 
prayer in His own way. He helped Him to 
beaft what it was necessary that he should 
undergo. And so it will be with us. What- 
ever temporal evil we suffer, whatever tem- 
poral good we are forbidden to share, if we 
make our discomfort th^ subject of prayer to 
God, He will either grant us what we ask, 
or give us grace and strength to bear His 
refusal. Only we must pray to God as 
Christians should, and as Christ their Master 

*» Luke, xxii. 42. p Heb. v. 7. 

"1 Luke^ xxx\\. 4^. 
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has tauglit them. *^Not my will,*^ He said^ 
" but Thine be done." God's will is always 
to promote our real and true happiness it:^ 
every matter, whether small or great; for if^ 
He has numbered the hairs of our head. He 
has surely reckoned up also our sorrows and 
our joys. 

IV. But when we turn from petitions for 
temporal blessings, to prayers for improve- 
ment in holiness, and Christian feeling, we 
find ourselves at once in the midst of those 
gifts which Christ died and rose again to pro- 
cure for us, and for which, therefore, we may 
ask, with the fullest confidence that God will 
grant us what we pray for. Here we must 
remember that two things are necessary^for 
the accomplishment of our prayers; perse- 
verance and watchfulness. We must not 
only ask God to deliver us from our sins, but 
we must ourselves be on our guard against 
the smallest approach to them, and ready to 
defend ourselves at any moment by a prayer 
for help, and a struggle for victory. We must 
also endeavour by thought and prayer to find 
out what our faults are ; for the delusion of 
s/n 1880 strong and deceptive, tWt^^^^t^xiRA. 
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only unable to conquer our faults without 
God's help, but are absolutely incapable of 
knowing them. Therefore we must really 
and sincerely pray to God for the great gift 
of self-knowledge, that we may know what 
our character is. Such prayer is surely fol- 
lowed by divine illumination ; we are led to 
compare our own conduct with the standard 
of Christ's religion, and to see in how many 
respects it differs from His declared will. We 
are led to see also the connection between 
different sins, how that from one we are led 
on to another, and so at last become confirmed 
in the habit of both. For instance, it is cer- 
tain that a person who is very weak and irre- 
solute, is also often apt to be deceitful. For 
no doubt it requires moral courage always to 
speak the truth ; a weak and irresolute boy 
often desires to keep on good terms with the 
servants of Christ, and the servants of evil ; 
he is half ashamed of yielding to the latter, 
and is anxious at the same time to keep up 
a fair appearance with those whose appro- 
bation he knows to be really best worth 
having. So he is led from weakness to deceit* 
from deceit to positive fa\«.e\\wi^\ \SkKt^^'^- 
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cause, in defiance of the express warning of 
Scripture, he has attempted to combine the 
service of God and Mammon.'' So, again, 
falsehood often springs from selfishness, for 
he who is bent above all things on devising 
plans for his own gratification, cannot bear to 
give them up when truth and goodness inter- 
pose barriers in the way of their accomplish- 
ment. Then he at once oversteps these bar- 
riers, he fabricates' falsehoods to minister to 
his own enjoyment, and further his own 
devices. Hence with our prayers should be 
combined a strict self-examination, that so 
we may trace the commission of open and 
flagrant sins to the existence of some hidden 
evil in our characters, against which it is es- 
pecially needful to watch and pray. 

V. Above all, we must at no time suffer 
ourselves to forget the great truth, that with- 
out Christ we can do nothing', that in our- 
selves we have no power to change our hearts, 
but that it is the Spirit of God alone who 
can enable us to conquer our natural dispo- 
sitions, and whose help must therefore be 

' Matt vi. 24. • 3o\iTi;xH, 5. 
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sought by continual prayer. Nor will there 
be much difficulty in ascertaining whether 
we have really obtained His help or not, and 
whether we are or are not quenching the 
good thoughts which He suggests to us. 
His workings, indeed, will not be consciously 
felt and recognised by us whilst they are pro^ 
ceeding^ for their operation is silent and un- 
perceived. Just as our bodies grow,- and 
continue to be guided by the marvellous me- 
chanism which directs them, without our 
feeling it, and as every instant of our earthly 
life is really, though not to us consciously, 
sustained by the loving care of our Father 
who is in heaven ; so also to those who watch 
and pray, the spiritual life is supported and , 
strengthened by the Spirit of God, even 
though they are not sensible of His presence. 
They carry on their quiet course of prayer and 
inward struggle, and they find, on comparing 
their present state with their condition some 
time ago, that it is nearly as much changed 
and improved as is the bodily health of him 
who has been gaining every day, without per- 
ceiving it, fresh strength and vigour from the 
operation of som^ \«\^^^ Ocv^^<js«^ \sv^$>rxsss5u. 
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And meantime, as we know tLat all good 
thoughts come from that Spirit, we must be 
on our guard against quenching and stifling 
them, by yielding to the suggestions of sel- 
fishness and sin. Whenever we feel disposed 
to neglect or postpone a duty, to indulge an 
evil passion or temper, or give way to any 
fault against which we have prayed, we know 
that the enemy of our souls is laying a snare 
for us, and seeking to quench an inspiration 
suggested by the Holy Spirit of God and 
Christ. It is ours to choose which we will 
follow, the dictates of Him who is sent to 
us by oUr Saviour in answer to our prayers, 
to bless us and make us His through time 
and through eternity, or of him whose only 
wish is to eflfect our everlasting ruin. 

VI. Neither must we forget that with all 
our prayers for ourselves, supplications for 
others also must be united. Indeed, if we 
have any true feelings of affection for a friend 
or relation, we naturally feel an impulse to 
pray for him. And it must be our constant en- 
deavour to extend these feelings and prayers 
more and more widely, not only to make the 
waDts of our near friends a au\>i^<it o? ^x^w-^er^ 
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but to pray for blessings on the whole church 
of Christ, a practice, of which the example is 
remarkably given in the form of prayer taught 
us by our Saviour Himself. 

VII. The Lord's Prayer is given in the 
Catechism as the model of all our supplica- 
tions, and the summary to which all can be 
reduced. Though intended by our Lord to 
be used in the actual words in which it oc- 
curs in Scripture, yet His chief design in 
giving it was to provide us with a kind of 
fountain of prayer, from which we may draw 
copious supplies for longer and more par- 
ticular devotions. Beginning by addressing 
God as a father, and thereby acknowledging 
that we are His children, through Him who 
has delivered us from the bondage of corrup- 
tion, we are further taught to invoke Him as 
our Father, confessing ourselves to be mem- 
bers of a body, so that every one of us seeks 
to draw God's blessing on the wants and 
necessities of the whole, just as he is hereafter 
to partake in the glory of all his brethren ; 
supplicating in behalf of all, what he asks 
for himself, since in fact the kingdom of God 
in its perfection can oivY'j o.otsi'^ \Rk\sNssi.\sv'5«. 
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far as it comes to all ; for till all :sneMx !» 
become members of it, not merelj^ /r^ pj, 
fessioD, but in deed and in truth, sis:^ ai 
hatred and disuion must still remain ape 
earth; and therefore till all men share tb 
blessings which are asked for in the Lord 
Prayer, every individual must suflPer, in som^^ 
degree, from finding himself unable to realis^ 
at all times the happiness of universal peace 
and love. To this title we add, which art in 
Heaven, in order that nothing earthly may 
be joined to our conception of the spiritual 
majesty of God. We pray that His Name^ 
(i. e. His character and all His relations to 
us) may be hallowed, by our praising and ac- 
knowledging Him not in words only, but in 
our hearts and lives. Next we ask that the 
holy society of God's children, which has 
been founded in the power of Christ Hia 
Son, may be ever more and more firmly 
planted among mankind, may grow continu- 
ally in holiness, and extend its limits, while 
Christ's redeeming influence triumphs over 
all His enemies, till it reaches that [)romised 
consummation when all opposition will be 
es^t under Hia feet^ and God ^VW. b^ «ll m 
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all.* We pray also that men may have 
strength to do His will as entirely on earth, 
as it is done by the angels and spirits who 
have never fallen. Turning now from the 
contemplation of God to the consideration of 
ourselves, we ask first for temporal neces- 
saries, since our earthly state is to a great 
extent the foundation of our spiritual con- 
dition ; praying as Solomon did, neither for 
poverty nor riches, but to be fed with food 
convenient for us.^ Then we beg for for- 
giveness, acknowledging that the only state 
of mind which has any claim to it, is that in 
which we are ready to forgive those who 
have trespassed against us. We then divert 
our thoughts from the past to the future, 
praying God not merely to save us from such 
heavy trials of our faith as those to which 
Abraham ^ and Job * were exposed, but 
further, so as to arrange His providential* 
government of the world, as not to lead us 
into circumstances of temptation, but that 
we may be delivered from all evil. Finally, 
we ascribe to God all power, dominion, and 

* 1 Cor. XV. 28. " Prov, xxx. a. 

'^ Gen. xxli. * ^X^Xi^V^— VL. 



84 Prayer for God's guidance 

glory, and so, as it were, throw ourselves 
entirely on His protection and almighty 
care. 



PRAYER FOR GOD'S GUIDANCE IN OUR 

DEVOTIONS. 

Almighty God ! Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and through Him of all those whom 
He has redeemed, send to me Thy blessed 
Spirit, to teach me how to pray. I confess 
to Thee my past indifference and negligence : 
O forgive me, Lord, for such great and griev- 
ous sin. Give me grace to feel it a privilege 
and a happiness to pray to Thee ; may Thy 
Spirit so dwell in me that at all times and 
places I may be ready to turn my heart to 
Thee, and devote it to Thy glory. Help 
me also to value more deeply all the public 
services in which I am called upon to en- 
gage ; grant that I may care more for holy 
things, and therefore attend to them with 
gi'eater earnestness. Teach me also to love 
Thy Holy Scriptures, to read them and pray 
over them, and take them as the guide of all 
^y actions ; and increaBe vci m^ ^Vj ^^vCsv 
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and love, so that I may realise the unseen 
things which they declare to me. May I 
sometimes think of Thee and of Thy Son, 
amidst the stir and bustle of my daily life ; 
may I be more eager to attain to holiness 
and everlasting glory, and therefore more 
ready to enjoy the blessed privilege of com- 
munion with Thee, in every one of Thy 
appointed ways. Grant also, O Lord, to 
others all the blessings which I ask for my- 
self, especially to all who are dearest to me, 
to my friends and relations, and to every 
member of this School. Pour upon us all 
the spirit of grace and supplication, increase 
in our hearts ever good and holy desire, and 
bring us at the last to Thine everlasting 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



The following parts of Scripture bear on 
the subjects of this chapter : — 

Matt. vi. 5 — 15., xxvi. 36 — 46. ; Luke, xi. 
1 — 13., xviii. 1 — 14., xxii. 39 — 46. ; John, 
xvi. 23— 27* ; Kom. viii. 26—28. ; Eph. vi. 
10—20.; iTim.ii. 1— a.•,3«ai^^.^•^:^— ^^^ 

1 
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QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER V. 

1. Quote passages which tell us that God hears our 
prayers. 

2. Answer the objection to prayer, that as Grod is 
Almighty and AUwise, His plans cannot be influenced 
by the wishes of beings whose faculties are limited. 

3. Show that such an objection might be also urged 
against a future judgment. 

4. What example have we of the time which our 
Lord devoted to prayer ? 

5. What is St. Paul's command on this subject? 
How can we obey it ? 

6. Why may we not pray unreservedly for tem- 
poral blessings ? 

7. What reason have we for believing that Christ 
can sympathise with our temporal wants and weak- 
nesses ? 

8. How is the spirit in which we should ask for 
temporal things illustrated in the case of St. Paid ? 

9. How in the case of our Lord ? 

10. What do we read on the subject of question 9 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews ? 

11. For what may we pray without reserve or limi- 
tation ? 

12. How do bodily things illustrate the manner in 
which Grod*s Spirit influences our minds ? 

13. How does the Lord's Prayer teach us that we 
must pray for others as well as for ourselves ? 
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14. How is the spiritual good of others necessary 
for our own happiness ? 

15. Explain the words Thy kingdom come. 

16. With what prayer of Solomon's may we com- 
pare CHve us this day our daily bread f 

17. Explain Lead us not into temptation. 



\ ^ 
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CHAPTER VI. 

BAPTISM. 

I. We now come to the consideration of the 
two Sacraments which Christ left to His 
Church, as a means of maintaining and 
strengthening its connection with Himself. 
With regard to the first of them. Baptism, 
it is uncertain whether the rite was a Jewish 
custom, handed down by tradition from the 
primitive times of the Mosaic dispensation, 
and used as a form of admitting proselytes 
into the commonwealth of Israel, and even 
in the case of Hebrew infants, as an accom- 
paniment to Circumcision; or whether, as 
is arorued from the fact of its being never 
mentioned in the Old Testament, it was 
merely suggested by the ablutions prescribed 
in the Law, and which were typical of wash- 
ing away moral impurity. That the rite, 
for one of these two reasons, was not strange 
to the JewSy seems plain, ttoia iVv^ moiuiier 
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in which they came to be baptized by John 
the Baptist, not as to a new ceremony, but 
as to one with which^ in its outward aspect, 
they were familiar. 

11. But John's Baptism was only the pre- 
liminary to the institution of the Christian 
Sacrament of Baptism, which adtnits men to 
the Holy Catholic Church, that great Society 
of believers in Christ, who, having been re- 
deemed by His death from sin, are bound to 
shape their conduct in all respects according 
to His teaching, and are aided in doing so by 
the help of the Holy Ghost. No doubt, 
before our Lord's appearance on earth, the 
Holy Ghost had been given to many of God's 
servants, as the very existence of the Old 
Testament sufficiently proves. From Him 
all good thoughts must have sprung ; by His 
inspiration the Prophets were commissioned 
to declare God's will ; and the Psalms were 
invested with a spiritual religion so deep and 
true, that many of them have been to Chris- 
tians in all ages the appropriate expression 
of praise, and penitence, and prayer. But 
the full outpouring of the Holy Spirit, th^ 
fulfilment of the ^toixxva^ >2w2>X.^^^ '^^-^^ 

1% 
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permanently dwell among . us, and wal^^ ^^ 
His temple y, was postponed till Cfcr-wfc ^^ 
died to deliver us from the punishmen-t du^ 
to sin. As St. Paul explains David's prc^^^ 
phecy*; Christ first went up on high, an^^ 
led captivity captive, by triumphing ovei- 
death, and then received gifts for men, that 
the Lord God, even His Holy Spirit, might 
dwell among them. Again, the superiority 
of our privileges over those of the saints who 
lived before Christ's coming, is plain, from 
the fact that the Holy Spirit could not bring 
to their remembrance " whatsoever Christ 
had said." On our hearts He impresses the 
morality of the Sermon on the Mount, our 
Lord's other discourses, the lessons of the 
Parables, the example of Christ's conduct, 
the recollection that He was tempted like as 
we are, the comforts, the blessings, the 
warnings, the encouragements which He has 
given us, the knowledge that sin and death 
are conquered because Christ has died and 
risen again, instead of the mere hope that 
they would be conquered when at last the 

^ 1 Cor. vl 19. 
" Kph. iv. 8. The prophecy i8fromPft«2LBi\x?m\A'^. 
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Messiah should come. It was not, there- 
fore, till after Christ had lived, and taught, 
and died, and risen again, that the Holy 
Catholic Church, or kingdom of God on 
earth, was really founded, even though there 
had been already lesser manifestations and 
anticipations of it. And at the same time 
the true sense of Christian Baptism was 
fully declared, and instead of the Baptism 
which John preached, and which, being con- 
nected only with repentance, was no more 
than a preparation for the blessings of the 
Christian covenant, Christ ordered His dis- 
ciples to baptize men in (or into) the Name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost, retaining the form of purifica- 
tion by water, as a symbol of consecration 
into His kingdom. 

III. The whole force, therefore, of Chris- 
tian Baptism depends upon the fact which 
lies at the foundation of all Christian doc- 
trines and institutions, that we are born in a 
corrupt state, alienated from God. Christ 
having died and risen again for man's restora- 
tion, founded a Church, or body of believers, 
to be reunited to \\va^%.\)cv^xV3 ^-^sc^NsO&jssa.- 
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self, and to live under the teaching- o£' ^jj, 
Holy Spirit. All those» then, wio x%rerc 
willing to enter into this revived rel^^t/bii 
with God, or whose parents, having t\iem^ 
selves embraced it, wished their children from 
their earliest years to partake of its benefits, 
might be admitted into it by this newly in- 
stituted Sacrament, which was, therefore, 
emphatically a new birth, for the person 
who had been naturally born into a world of 
darkness and sin, was now spiritually born 
into, or made a member of, the Church of 
Christ, to which was promised this gift of the 
Holy Ghost. As a child passes from the 
darkness of its mother's womb to the light of 
the world, where the sun shines over it, and 
the breeze plays upon it and invigorates it *, 
so also does the baptized person pass from a 
state of corruption and bondage, and becomes 
a member of a Society, whose Head and 
King is Christ, and whose Guide is Christ's 
Holy Spirit. But, just as the fact of our 
birth into the world will not preserve us alive, 
and strong, and healthy, unless in our in- 
fancy we are watched by others, and unless 

" John, iii. 3—5. 
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as we grow up we guard our own health, and 
seek for remedies when it fails us^ so is it 
with the spiritual privileges of which we be- 
come partakers in baptism. Unless in child- 
hood we are taught and guarded by our 
parents^ and those who love us and are placed 
over us ; unless as we begin to understand 
our own position as responsible beings, placed 
on the brink of an awful eternity, but re- 
deemed and ransomed by the blood of 
Christ, we also seek for God's help in pray er, 
watch over all our sinful inclinations, and 
take every possible means of strengthening 
our faith, and hope, and love; our bap- 
tismal admission into Christ's kingdom will 
avail us nothing, but we shall gradually fall 
away from His redemption, and lose those 
great blessings which He came to win for 
us, pardon, and holiness, and everlasting 
glory, . Baptism, in fact, introduces us to the 
covenanted privileges of Christianity, by 
bringing us into the relation of children to 
the One God, who is revealed through the 
Son, as the Father of the fallen and corrupt 
human family, and who gives His Spirit to 
all whom His Son Vv^ x^^^^xs^a^* ^Vv* v-^^^ 
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us out of the world, i. e. out of a state of 
alienation and enmity, and makes us children 
of Him, whom men are taught to worship 
with a reasonable service, as God in Christ 
and through the Spirit ; of God made known 
to us in the Incarnation of the Word, and 
communicated to us. through, or by means 
of, the Holy Ghost. 

IV. Hence it is an obvious consequence 
of this, that Baptism should be administered 
to infants, because it is not, like the other 
Sacrament, connected with anything done on 
our part, but is an admission into that state, 
in and by which we are enabled to do God's 
work. So the Christian child does not first 
come into Christ's church from Heathenism, 
or from a life of sin, but is intended to grow 
up, from the earliest dawning of conscience, 
under the influence of God's Spirit, as the 
friend and brother of Christ. A modern 
poet has truly said, " I count the grey bar- 
barian lower than the Christian child ;"^ for, 
from the very beginning* of thought in his 
mind, a divine principle is near him, to 
which the better part of his nature is at- 

* Tennyson. Lockslei; Hall. 
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traded, and by which his ungodly inclina- 
tions are repelled ; and therefore the visible 
token of a new birth is given him at once in 
Baptism, and from his earliest childhood he is 
consecrated to his Redeemer. It may be 
that through the neglect of others and of 
himself, this blessing may be made all but 
unavailing. It may be that his wickedness 
may drive Christ's Spirit from his heart, so 
that in later life he must undergo a process of 
conversion as complete as that of a Heathen 
who heard the preaching of St. Paul. Still 
that is no reason why we should doubt that 
in his infancy Christ did favourably receive 
him, when presented for admission into His 
Church, and did embrace him with the arms 
of His mercy. Christ is indeed driven from 
him, just as health and strength are often 
driven from the body by dissipation and 
excess. As health and strength will not 
return without God's blessing on our own 
very great and constant care, so neither will 
Christ come back to him who persists in 
breaking his baptismal vow, till he has 
undergone a desperate and deadly struggle 
Fith the sins which ha\e U^Vxm ^\x»:^. 
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V. But however this may be in our owi 
case, still it is most important for us all t< 
recollect that Baptism changes not ou: 
nature^ but only our state and condition. I 
does not root out sin for us, but makes u: 
members of a body to which is promisee 
such help, that all who persevere in using i 
may root it out for themselves. So that n< 
person, because he is baptized, is exemp 
from the necessity of going through the pro 
cess which St. Paul describes when he saye 
** If Christ be in us, the body is dead becaus< 
of sin."® As we learn from another place 
" In that Christ died. He died unto sii 
once,"* that is. He died because of sins 
taking them upon Himself as though the; 
had been His own, and then dying to aton 
for them. If, therefore, we are Christ's 
there must be in us also a death imto sin 
We must be crucified with Christ®, that \i 
the sin which is in us must be destroyed ; ou 
flesh or body — ^by which phrases are meant ou 
naturally corrupt inclinations — must be mor 
tified and dead. The objects for which w 



' Rom. viii, 10. 



^ E.om. V\. \0. 



* G«I.u.2< 
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are living must be changed. Whereas our 
hearts are naturally devoted to our own 
pleasure, and the acquisition of this world's 
blessings, we must strive to live as those 
whose citizenship is in heaven, from whence 
also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, so that we may in heart and mind 
thither ascend, and with Him continually 
dweU, placing before ourselves as the end 
and object of our existence, not the gratifica- 
tion of our own selfish wishes, but the con- 
secration of our spirits, souls, and bodies, 
to the service of God. Such a change may 
well be called dying, and this death can only 
be effected by the workings of God's Spirit, 
promised to Christ's baptized people. And 
as no one can die without knowing it, so 
also, if our sins are now dying within us, 
we must be conscious that the process is 
going on. The destruction of sin within us, 
if it is really advancing, must cause in us an 
internal struggle, and that of sufficient inten- 
sity to be compared to the process of natural 
death. The death of our sins need not be 
sudden, any njore than the death of our 
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bodies ; it may be going on all our lives, and, 
beginning from our baptism, may only re- 
ceive its perfect accomplishment when the 
vital breath passes from us. But still those 
who do not now feel any such deep anxiety 
for the conquest of sin, as St. Paul represents 
by the strong language just quoted, have 
great reason earnestly to pray God so to 
strengthen in them the sense of penitence 
and shame, and so to increase their longing 
for growth in grace, 'that they too, like their 
Saviour, may die unto sin once, and also like 
Him, may live for ever unto God. 

VI. The account of baptism given in this 
chapter seems to teach us a double lesson. 
Firsts a caution as to the danger of unduly 
valuing it, by imagining that baptism in 
itself will communicate holiness to us ; se^ 
condlt/y a warning against the error of de- 
preciating it into a mere ceremony to which 
no blessings are attached, while the real con- 
version from sin to God is always to be ex- 
pected at a later age ; from which it would 
follow that we may not regard aU around us 
as God's redeemed and chosen children ; 
many of whom indeed are des^VaW^ Hia 
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great goodness to them, but who are still 
all brought into His covenant, members of a 
society to which the aid of the Comforter is 
promised by a distinct revelation from God, 
and so made by a double tie our brethren. 

VI L To believe, indeed, that any outward 
ceremony can avail to change the heart, is a 
superstition completely refuted by the words 
of our Lord — " There is nothing from with- 
out a man, that entering into him can defile 
him, • • . . because it entereth not into his hearty 
.... but the things which come out of him, 
these are they which defile the man; for 
from within, out of the heart of man, proceed 
evil thoughts."^ If nothing external can 
defile the heart, neither can anything ex- 
ternal purify it ; and therefore we musjt not 
imagine that our nature can be changed in 
baptism, or by any means but by the Spirit 
of God acting within us. But though our 
nature is not changed in baptism, yet, as we 
have said, our state is changed > for an outward 
ceremony, performed in obedience to Christ's 
command, may fully admit us to the helps, 

^ Mark, \\\.\5.%t.<i. 
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and blessings, and privileges of His Churchy 
Just as when a child is born, and passes 
from his mother's womb, although his nature 
remains the same, yet his condition is altered 
to one which renders him capable of develop- 
ment into a full-grown and reasonable being ; 
so, too, when we are admitted by baptism 
into the Church of Christ, our nature re- 
mains unaltered, but we are received into a 
body to whose faithful members is promised 
divine assistance in this world, and ever- 
lasting happiness in the world which is to 
come. And this view coincides exactly with 
the teaching of the Prayer Book. We read 
in the Catechism, that being by nature born 
in sin, and the children of wrath, we are 
hereby made the children of grace. But 
this can only mean, that we are admitted to 
tlie privileges and blessings of Christianity, 
not that we are made holy ; for in the Bap- 
tismal Service, after thanking God that it 
hath pleased Him to regenerate the baptized 
infant with His Holy Spirit, to receive him 
for His own child by adoption, and to incor- 
porate him into His Holy Church, the mi- 
)^istcr ia directed to pray t\i«A. "\i^ \i^\w^ 
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dead unto sin and living unto riojhteousness 
. . . may crucify the old man, and utterly 
abolish the whole body of sin ; " and to ex- 
hort the sponsors to take care that he be 
** virtuously brought up to lead a godly and a 
Christian life, remembering always that bap- 
tism doth represent unto us our profession ; 
which is to follow the example of our Saviour 
Christ, and to be made like unto Him ; that 
as He died and rose again for us, so should 
we, who are baptized, die from sin and rise 
again unto righteousness, continually morti- 
fying all our evil and corrupt affections, and 
daily proceeding in all virtue and godliness 
of living," 

VIIL On the other hand, we should not 
doubt that ever since we were thus admitted 
into Christ's Church, the Holy Spirit has 
been near us, that Christ has regarded us 
with special love as His redeemed and chosen 
brethren, and that the Father has received 
our prayers as the petitions of those whom 
he has given to the Son. Our sins have been 
committed in spite of these advantages, and 
have therefore incurred a heavier guilt. 
Youth has been no excuse foi: \ja^ ^qtsl <i\scv^ 
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commanded little children to come to Him, 
and in obedience to His command, we were 
brought to Him in our earliest years. We 
may well apply to ourselves and our baptized 
brethren, those well-known and beautiful 
words : — 

" Even so, who loves the Lord aright, 
Ko soul of man can worthless find, 
All will be precious in his sight, 
Since Christ on all hath shined : — 

" But chiefly Christian souls ; for they 
Though worn and soiled with sinful clay, 
Are yet to eyes that see them true 
All glistening with baptismal dew,^' 

The two lines in italics seem exactly to 
express the view of baptism here given, 
viz. that a baptized person does not lose 
his natural and corrupt inclinations, but, in 
virtue of his admission to the Christian 
Covenant, is in a state of privilege and 
blessing. Of course it will also follow that 
he is in a state of responsibility, and there- 
fore that his sins excite a peculiar displeasure 
in Him who is hereafter to judge us accord- 
ing to our works. 

^ Kehle. — Cfcriition Year. 
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IX. In this chapter it is maintaineQ that 
Baptism is the only method of admission to 
the blessings of Christianity, which Christ 
Himself has authorised. We do not deny 
He also shows favour to many others who 
believe in Him, but yet from the fault of 
their parents, or a mistaken interpretation of 
Scripture, or other such causes, have not been 
baptized : but this is a point which it is un- 
necessary to consider in a work addressed to 
members of the English Church. It will be 
sufficient to state that this is the view of 
Hooker^, who says, "The law of Christ which 
maketh Baptism necessary, must be construed 
according to rules of natural equity. Which 
rules, if (men) did not follow in expounding 
the law of God, would they ever be able to 
prove that the Scripture, in saying Whoso 
believeth not the Gospel of Christ is condemned 
already y meaneth this sentence of those which 
can hear the Gospel, and have discretion 
when they hear to understand it, neither 
ought it to be applied unto infants, deaf men, 
and fools ? That which teacheth them thus 

^ Ecclesiastical PoUiy^ n. ^Q* 



104 Prayer for their continuance^ 

to interpret the law of Christ is natural 
equity. And because equity so teacheth, it 
is on all parts gladly confessed, that there 
may be in divers cases life by virtue of inward 
Baptism^ even where outward is not found." 



PRATER FOR THE CONTINUANCE OP 
BAPTISMAL l»RIVItEGE8. 

O Lord Jesus Christy who didst receive me 
in my infancy into the arms of Thy mercy, 
and hast promised to me the blessing of 
eternal life, pai*don the many years of sin 
which have so miserably polluted me, and 
made me so unworthy to be called my 
heavenly Father's son. Forgive me that I 
have so seldom and so weakly fought under 
Thy banner, that I have so often and so 
wickedly deserted Thee. O may I die unto 
sin and live unto righteousness ; and being 
buried with Thee in Thy death, may I cru- 
cify the old man, and utterly abolish the 
whole body of sin ; so that fts I have been 
partaker of Thy death, I may be partaker of 
Thy resurrection, and thereby finally, with 
tie residue of Thy \ioly okurdv, 1 m^iY be an 
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inheritor of Thine everlasting kingdom, who 
livest and reignest with the Father and the 
Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without 
end. Amen. 



With this chapter should be read the fol- 
lowing passages: — John, iii. 1 — 13. ; Matt, 
xxviii. 16 — 20. ; Acts, xix. 1 — 6. ; Matt, iii., 
Kom. viii.. Col. ii. 1 — 15., where the phrase 
buried with Him in Baptism^ refers to the 
original custom of baptism by immersion. 
The immersion symbolises the death of our 
sins, the coming out from the water repre- 
sents our resurrection to a holy life. Baptism 
by sprinkling was permitted in very early 
times to sick persons who could not be im- 
mersed, and those so baptized were called 
Clinidy from kXivt}, a bed. The same necessity 
obviously applies still more widely to persons 
born in our colder climates, and especially to 
the case of infants. The fact of any one 
thinking immersion necessary could only re- 
sult from that overvaluing of outward signs, 
which is most repugnant to the spirit of a 
religion so essentiaiVy ^^mVvi^ ^^ ^nsk^- 
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QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER VI. 

1. What opinions are held as to the origin of t 
baptismal ceremony P 

2. What was the nature of John*s Baptism P 

3. What is meant by the Holy Catholic Church ? 

4. In what sense is Baptism a new birth f 

5. Justify the practice of Infant Baptism. 

6. What benefits do you suppose that a child i 
ceiyes from Baptism P 

7. Explain the phrase a death unto sin, 

8. Need this death be sudden P 

9. What is the danger of overyaluing Baptism ? 

10. What is the danger of undervaluing itP 

11. Why cannot Baptism change the heart P 

12. What declaration of our Lord*s illustrates thi 

13. How should the fact of Baptism influence o 
connection with one another P 

14. Compare the state of the Saints under the o 
dispensation with that to which we are admitted. 

15. Support the explanation of Baptism here giT< 
from the Prayer Book. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

THE lord's supper. 

L After a child is admitted by Baptism 
into a new and spiritual fellowship^ the next 
great object must be to keep him in it. It 
is intended that this should be effected by 
various means^ all pointing to the one great 
principle^ that he must be absolutely and 
constantly united to Christ, and derive from 
Him all spiritual life and sustenance. This 
principle is inculcated by our Lord, when He 
tells His disciples that He will abide in them, 
and compares their connection with Him to 
that of branches to the vine.* His intention 
was to teach us to consecrate to Him every 
thought and feeling, and to rest upon Him 
every hope of resisting temptation, and of 
attaining to holiness here, and everlasting life 
hereafter, But the passage in which this 
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doctrine is most clearly set forth is that part 
of the 6th chapter of St. John's Gospel, in 
which, when our Lord saw that great num- 
bers were attracted to His preaching by His 
miracle of feeding five thousand men with 
five barley loaves. He contrasted the perish- 
ing meat which He had just bestowed upon 
them, with the heavenly food of eternal life 
which He offered to all mankind. This He 
said was to be obtained by eating His Body, 
and drinking His Blood. It must be plain 
to any one who reads this chapter, and com- 
pares it with other parts of our Lord's teach- 
ing, that His words here are figurative, and 
intend to express by the strongest possible 
metaphor, the necessity that our souls should 
depend upon Him for sustenance, as entirely 
as the life of our bodies is maintained by na- 
tural food. This, in fact, He tells us Him- 
self in the 63rd verse, where, when some who 
had understood Him literally, called His dis- 
course a hard saying. He answered, that He 
Himself should ascend up where He was be- 
fore, and therefore could not be their food ; 
that the flesh (a carnal or literal interpreta- 
tlon of His words) profited nothm^^ but that 
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the words which He spoke unto them were 
spirit and life. The passage, in fact, teaches 
that great doctrine which is the essence of 
Christianity, " He that abideth in Me, and 
I in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit: Jor without Me ye can do nothing :^^^ 
but it expresses this in language whose 
strength is justified by the extreme import- 
ance of the subject, and which is sufficiently 
striking to prevent us from explaining it 
away, or lowering its impressive solemnity, 
by fancying that it implies nothing more than 
the duty of embracing Christ's religion, and 
acting according to His precepts. 

II. But our Lord also resolved to impress 
this obligation upon His disciples by a still 
more permanent memorial, by the institution 
of a rite which should not only symbolise 
the same truth, but should also be a means 
of that feeding upon Himself which He here 
declares necessary. As in the case of Bap- 
tism He availed Himself of a practice already 
existing, and appropriated it to His own 
purposes; so did He with regard to the 

X. 
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Sacrament of His Supper. In the Passover 
was celebrated the foundation of the Jewish 
religion, and the covenant which the people 
had made with God was in it, as it were, 
annually renewed. When the master of a 
house kept the Passover with his family, he 
distributed among them bread and wine, and 
at the same time thanked God for giving 
these fruits of the earth to man, and rescuing 
His chosen people from the bondage of 
Egypt, to enjoy them in the land of their 
fathers. Hence the cup was called the cup 
of thanksgiving or blessing.^ When Christ 
turned this practice into the Covenant Feast 
of His holy Church, He, as the Master 
of the House ™, spoke the blessing over it, 
transferring it, however, from the comme- 
moration of natural gifts and temporal mer- 
cies, to His own sacrifice, to the deliver- 
ance of mankind from sin, and the founda- 
tion of that heavenly kingdom which His 
Resurrection was about to open to them. 
Hence the bread and wine were to be to all 

' Hence the Lord's Supper is called the Eucharist, 
"' TIcb. ill 2, 3. 
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His disciples^ His Body and Blood ; just as 
they now enjoyed this earthly nourishment, 
so should they receive Him by His Spirit, 
eating in faith His Body, and drinking His 
Blood, that is, becoming imbued with the 
divine principles of life and holiness, and the 
strength to conquer sin, which they would 
receive from communion with Him. To 
eat His Flesh seems especially to refer to a 
heartfelt appreciation oiF the blessings of His 
Incarnation : to drink His Blood is to realise 
the benefit derived from the shedding of that 
Blood on the Cross. They were to keep 
this feast together as a commemoration of 
His death, a symbol of their union with 
Him, a means of strengthening and pre- 
serving this union, and a communion of love 
and Christian fellowship with one another. 
Thus were they in this feast to show forth 
the Lord's death till He should come, that 
is, till He should return to take them to 
Himself, when they were again to see Him, 
and be united with Him in heaven ; when 
He would take His place at the head of 
all His redeemed, and .admit theirv t^ ^Vsai^ 
state of transcendent Via^^m^«a> ^\i^Oc^V^ 

I. 2 
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describes by saying that He would drink 
with them the fruit of the vine, new in the 
kingdom of God. 

III. As in the case of Baptism, so in that 
of the Lord's Supper, there are opposite 
errors against which we must guard. On 
the one hand we must not imagine that at- 
tendance at the Communion is meritorious 
in itself, or at all conducive to our benefit, 
apart from the state of mind in which we 
approach it. "The means whereby the 
Body of Christ is received and eaten in the 
Supper is faith :''^ a statement which may 
be compared with an answer in the Cate- 
chism often misinterpreted: "The Body 
and Blood of Christ are verily and indeed 
taken and received by the faithful^ in the 
Lord's Supper." Therefore on the one hand 
we deny that the Communion is of any 
benefit to us whatever, or Christ's Body and 

° See the 28th Article of the Church of England, 
" Of the Lord: 8 Supper" 

° For, of course, if the bread and wine were actually 
changed into the Body and Blood of Christ, these 
would be received by t\ie -wi^^^^ vxs ^^W «.<& by the 
faith fuL So that this answer m \Vi^ ^\x\.^^\^m ^'^'^ 
^ countenance Transubstaxvl\a.\Aoii» 
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Blood in any sense received by us, unless 

we go to that Sacrament in earnest faith, 
with hearts disciplined by penitence and 
prayer, and a sincere resolution to lead a 
holy life. But again we assert, that as our 
Lord has said, " Except ye eat the Flesh of 
the Son of Man, and drink His Blood, ye 
have no life in you : " ^ so those who have a 
true faith in His death, and earnestly long 
to be made more like Him, do in that Com- 
munion receive from Him into their souls 
the spiritual nourishment, which He de- 
scribed as His Body and His Blood* Not 
indeed that the Communion is the only way 
of our so feeding upon Him ; to pray, and 
humbly meditate on His goodness and His 
love, to read His Holy Word, and encourage 
in our hearts pious, and reverent, and loving 
thoughts of Him, are all, in their measure, 
means of feeding upon Him. But the 
highest act of fellowship with Him is a 
faithful reception of this blessed Sacra* 
ment, and certainly no one who wilfully or 
carelessly absents himself from it, can be 
considered in any real sense vv. CWx\^\y5>ccs.^ 'sS^^ 

p JohTiVv.5^. 

1. 3 
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IV. The declaration with regard to the 
CommunioD^ that those who receive it un- 
worthily eat and drink their own damnation S 
should deter no one from going to it, though 
it may well prevent his doing so carelessly. 
Even though it is most true, that the word 
which we render damnation^ does not mean 
damnation in its strongest sense of everlast- 
ing misery, but condemnation or judgment, 
still no one who feels any fear of God, would 
willingly expose himself to His displeasure. 
But to those who imagine that they are too 
sinful to go, we reply, that if they really and 
truly feel themselves to be sinful, and are 
desirous not to continue so, they are in a 
state of mind exactly fitted for the profitable 
reception of the ordinance ; whereas, if they 
wait till they are not sinful, they certainly 
will never go at all. All that every one has 
to do, is to ask himself. Am I sorry for my 
sins, and desirous by Christ's help to be 
made better ? If this is sincerely asked and 
answered, no one need shrink from going to 
the Communion, or rather, no one should be 

^ 1 Cor. x\.*i^. 
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\vithout great fear of the consequences of 
staying away, and thereby violating an ex- 
press command of Christ, rejecting one 
great means of union with Him, which He 
has instituted ; and incurring, in the strict- 
est sense, the condemnation of God. 

V. Neither must we neglect that view of 
the Lord's Supper, which represents it as a 
Communion with each other, and a sign of 
our union with Christ, as belonging to a 
body of which He is the Head. " This," 
says St. John, " is God's commandment, that 
we should love one another, as He gave us 
commandment."^ While performing our 
highest act of faith, we also pledge ourselves 
to the purest and holiest love of one another. 
But as the spirit of that feeding on Christ 
which the Communion represents, ought to 
pervade every part of our daily life, so also 
should the spirit of that love which it ex- 
presses, extend through all our dealings with 
every one for whom Christ has died. This 
view of it teaches us also that all our friend- 
ships and affections should be carried on 

* 1 JoViu Yvv. "1%. 
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in Him and through Him» and that thoi 
whom we especially lore should be loved i 
Him and for His sake, so that our greatei 
pain should be to see them do anything db 
pleasing to Him« Again, it is quite incoi 
sistent with any combination among oui 
selves to do evil, whether in after life \ 
carry on worldly schemes inconsistent wit 
His will, or in boyhood to join together ft 
purposes of disobedience^ or opposition 1 
what is right or holy^ or to attempt to tun 

11 ; the tide of public opinion among our con 

panions in a wrong direction, helping to ca 
evil good, and good evil", and to assist i 
the spread of feeling, which though agreeabl 

^ to our own prejudices or selfish views*, 

j:v ' Isaiah V. 20. 

f , ' * " Amongst all the feelings which the Communi( 

J'.i, excited in Arnold himself) and which he wished 

'^ '; impart to others, none was so prominent as the sen 

5 r that it was a Communion) not only with God, but wii 

one another) and that the thoughts thus roused shou 
jji act as a direct and especial counterpoise to that fal 

fjl communion and false companionship, which as bindir 

one another not to good, but to evil, he believe J to 1 
the great source of miacbiei \tv \>^«i ^Oc\qq\ ^\. \sx«j: 
—Stanley's Life of ArnolOi, ip. \^^^ 
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plainly inconsistent with a Communion 
amongst each other, in and through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

VI. Admission to the Communion is the 
only outward result of our Confirmation. 
That we may feel as we should do with re- 
gard to it, ought therefore to be one of our 
principal objects in preparing for the latter 
ordinance. Therefore we must not fail to 
pray for grace that we may never deceive 
ourselves into a belief that we can be jus- 
tified in absence from it, or in neglecting to 
extend its effects over our lives. The best 
test by which we may know whether we 
are really partakers of Christ in the Com- 
munion, is to try and observe whether our 
conduct shews that we daily feed upon His 
Body and Blood. For instance, those who 
do so, must feel gradually that it is more 
and more impossible for them to sin, not 
merely that it is shocking or horrible, but 
that they are absolutely unable to do so. 
In this world, indeed, they will never en- 
tirely realize so blessed a condition ; but that 
they must be approaching to it seems ijlain^ 
or ehcy how can they Vwx\e \)^x\.\a'^^»*^^^«^'^ 
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declaration, '^ He that is bom of God doth: 
not commit sin ; for His seed remaineth in 
him : and he cannot sin^ because he is born 
of God"?^ We may at once mention in- 
stances on an inferior scale which exphdn 
this passage, and shew that it is capable of 
indefinite extension. For example, every 
person who claims to be considered respect- 
able, would say that it was impossible for 
him to steal, and many, probably a much 
smaller number, but still sufficient for the 
argument, would add that they could not 
tell a falsehood, not of course that they had 
no power to do so if they chose, but that 
their horror at the infamy of falsehood was 
so great that their will would not suffer 
them to be guilty of it. We may then well 
believe that, as our hearts grow more and 
more animated by the Sjjirit of Christ, it 
will be impossible for us to be harsh, or un- 
kind, or ungrateful to those who love us, or 
to waste our time and money, or to feel 
listless and indifferent to holy things; till 
gradually one sin after another is extirpated 

" 1 JoViTiVvv.^. 
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within lis, and we find ourselves no longer 
capable of committing them. Such must be 
some of the evidence that we are constantly 
united to Christ by that spiritual feeding on 
Him, of which the Communion is one of 
the chief and holiest means. We can never 
regard it with too much solemnity and re- 
verence, provided we remember that God's 
grace alone can make His outward ordi- 
nances profitable to our souls, and regard 
it, not as an end, but as an instrument of 
obtaining an increased strength, a purer 
holiness, and a more extended and unselfish 
love both to Christ, and His Redeemed. 



PRAYER FOR A WORTHY PARTICIPATION 

IN Christ's holy communion. 

O Almighty God, by whose good provi- 
dence I am about to be admitted to a new 
privilege and blessing, and therefore to a new 
talent for whose use I must hereafter give 
account, I pray Thee to make vjaa ^^^^ ^ 
worthy communicant \tv \Vv^ V^^ "Ssvi:^^^^ ^ 



120 Prayer far a worthy partieipaHoM 

Jesus Christ. Lord, may it be a real and fl 
Ilvicg communion with Thee, our Father, 
and with Thy Son, our Saviour^ and with 
the Holy Ghost, our Comforter. May it be 
to me an especial means of carrying on that 
spiritual feeding on Christ, without which I 
feel that I can do nothing. May it bring 
vividly to ray mind the thought of Christ'i) 
death, filling me with shame and abhorrence 
for the sins which required that sacrifice, and 
earnest longings to grow continually more 
like Him here, till I see Him face to face 
hereafter. May it be also to me a holy 
bond of fellowship with all whom He has 
redeemed, especially with my own dearest 
and closest friends. As Christ by His love 
for His blessed Apostle St. John, gave us an 
example which hallows earthly friendship, so 
may I tenderly and deeply value those whose 
affection Thou hast given me. Sanctify and 
quicken our love for each other, and may 
every such feeling be established and purified 
in Christ. Extend the circle of my affec- 
tions and interests, enable me to throw away 
selfishness, and to feel that those who live for 
themselves alone arc ix\o«»\. xxii^x. \.<^ ^^x<^»j^ 
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Thy holy Table. Bless all Thy Church 
throughout the world, bless this School, and 
may the connection of all its members with 
each other, be carried on in the pure spirit 
of Christian communion and brotherhood. 
Holy Father, keep through Thy own Name 
those whom Thou hast given to Christ, that 
we may all be one, as Thou and He are One.^ 
May we be one in faith and hope and love, 
one in struggling against sin now, and one 
for ever hereafter in that glory which Thou 
hast promised to all who love Thee, for the 
sake of Thy blessed Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 



On this subject may be profitably read 
the following portions of Scripture : — 
Matt. xxvi. 17 — 30., Mark xiv. 12 — 42., 
Luke xxii. 7 — 30., xxiii., John vi., 1 Cor. 
xi. 20—29., xii. 4—31., xiii. We shall re- 
member that the word 07/17717, commonly 
rendered Charity^ would in English be cor- 
rectly expressed by brotherly love. ^ 

^ John XV ii. 11. 

* £xod. xii. should also be read. A.^\\X!l^^<55.'«s»^.^*L 
tZre manner in which the 'P&ac\v8\ wi\r^\ ^^^^'bXkcw.xs^ 
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QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER VH. 

1. What is tbe one general means by which we are 
kept in the spiritual fellowship to which Baptism has 
introduced us ? 

the time of our Lord, will not, however, be found in the 

Bible. The feast began by the distribution of small 

cups of wine and water, which every one drank, after 

thanks had been given by the master of the house, or 

president of the feast, in these words, *^ Blessed be 

Thou, O Lord, who hast created the fruit of the vine." 

The persons present then washed their hands, and the 

supper was placed upon the table. The master first 

ate a small portion of the bitter herbs, and explained 

the circumstances attending the deliverance from 

Egypt, which the feast celebrated. The company then 

sang the 113th and 114th Fsalms^(^^PraMe the Lord, 

ye servants,** and " When Israel came out of Egypt**), 

Some other ceremonies followed, after which the 

master broke the unleavened bread, gave thanks, 

dipped it with some of the bitter herbs into the sauce, 

gave a portion to some person near him, and also ate 

of it himself, in which he was followed by all the 

others. (Cf. John, xiii. 26.) The Paschal iamb was 

then eaten, and afterwards the cup of blessing drunk, 

over which was pronounced the blessing for the whole. 

At the end of the feast the 115th, 116th, 117th, and 

1 18th Psalms were sung, and these probably composed 

tAe bjrmn, ivrfaich we read that our Lord and his dis- 

ciples sang before they went to the "NLotmA. o^ Olives, 

Ma ft xxvi 30. 
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^4 By what • metaphors is this illustrated in the 
Bible ? 

3. What is the connection between the miracle of 
the five barley loaves and the rest of John ri. ? 

4. What is meant in John vi. by eating Christ's 
Body and drinking His Blood ? Show from the chapter 
itself that no natural eating is intended. 

5. What was commemorated in the Passover ? 

6. How is the Lord's Supper connected with the 
Passover ? 

7. Explain, / loiU drink no more of this fruit of the 
vine, till I drink it new with you in the kingdom of Ood, 

8. How do we partake of the Body and Blood of 
Christ in the Lord's Supper ? 

9. Can we feed on Christ in any other way except 
by means of this Sacrament? 

10. What should be said to a person who considers 
himself too sinful to go to the Lord's Supper ? 

1 1. Why is it sinful not to go to the Lord's Supper? 

12. What do we learn from considering the Lord's 
Supper a Communion ? 

13. With what kind of conduct is such a view of it 
especially inconsistent ? 

14. Explain the passage, ^^he cannot sin,' because he 
' is horn of Ood" 

15. What should be our object in partaking of the 
Lord's Supper? 

16. What may we suppose was the hymn which our 
Lord and His disciples sang before they went to the 
Mount of Olives, on the night in which He was be- 
trayed ? 



CHAPTER Vin. 

BEASONS FOB BELIEVIKa 

I. Among St. Peter's directions 
Church, occurs the precept, that v 
be ready always to give a reasoi 
hope that is in us with meekness a 
It seems right, then, that at the 
Confirmation, those who are about t 
publicly that the Christian religioo 
the guide of their whole lives, and ti 
of all their best hopes, both for t) 
and the next, should have some dist 
of the kind of evidence upon wh 
belief is founded. It is, however 
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iL The foundation of our belief in this 
revelation must be a sense that it was needed^ 
and must rest upon a knowledge of the con- 
dition of our own hearts. It is scarcely pos** 
sible for any one who seriously looks into his 
own character to avoid confessing two things, 
a great amount of sinfulness and evil incli- 
nations, and a vast difficulty in overcoming 
them. The best of us must be conscious of 
many such bad qualities as selfishness, vanity, 
pride, ill-temper, indolence, weakness, which 
the natural voice of conscience assures us to 
be wrong, and not only so, but they must 
also feel that, when they try to conquer these 
propensities, they fail most miserably in every 
attempt to do so. If we do not acknowledge 
this, then no doubt we shall be ill prepared 
to receive any evidences of the truth of 
Christianity. If we do allow it, we shall 
turn with eagerness to the only conceivable 
system which offers to us any means of escape 
from such a painful state of mind. 

III. How Christianity offers us this escape 
has been explained in former chapters of this 
book. But in estimating the necessitY ciC 
such a revelation, Wo \!ttvxv«f. ^'^»xv^'«x^j^n» 



126 and the condition 

prove our point : not only the internal arg 
ment for that necessity, resulting from ti 
condition to which we feel that we shou 
be reduced without it^ and which we ha 
already considered, but also the historic 
argument, which may be deduced from tl 
state which the world had reached before tl 
revelation was given. 

IV. With regard, then, to the second 
thesCj the condition of knowledge and mar 
lity which prevailed in the world when Chri 
came to it, we know that the educated aT 
thinking part of mankind never considered 
necessary that a religion proposed for put 
acceptance should be true. Starting fr 
the idea of a God, in whose existence m' 
of them fully believed, they joined to it f 
a mixture of poetry, fiction, and allegor; 
might most readily deceive the people, 
make an impression upon those whose 
guides were their senses. Hence sj 
idolatry, because by means of it the 
could be brought visibly before the pr 
eyes ; hence the low and degrading t 
ancient mythology, all of which liel 
bring the objects of wot^\\\^ Ao\Nr 



of the heathen world y 127 

level of the worshippers' understanding. All 
this was encouraged by philosophers and 
inilers, on the principles avowed by Polybius, 
*' As far as it serves to maintain piety, we 
must pardon some historians, if they do relate 
miraculous stories,"* and again, " if a state 
could be formed wholly of wise men, perhaps 
such means would not be requisite."* Hence 
the following obvious consequence ensued: 
the more enlightened and educated the people 
became, the more convinced they were of the 
falsehood of religion ; and from rejecting the 
popular belief on such subjects, they natu- 
rally threw away with it the truth which that 
belief obscured and stifled, namely, that there 
exists an Almighty Being, who created and 
governs the earth, and to whom we are all 
responsible. In this respect the heathen 
world was in a directly contrary position to 
the Christian. An increase in wisdom and 
knowledge, if joined with purity of heart and 
humility, can only strengthen our faith in 
the Christian Kevelation; whereas, on the 
contrary, it could do nothing but diminish 

• XVI. U. "^ ^^-^^^ 
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the popular belief in the system of Paganisr 
What state of morality followed from th 
condition of public opinion, it is not difficu 
for any one moderately acquiunted wit 
classical literature to perceive. Let hi] 
take for an example the writing of Horac 
as a specimen of the thoughts and feelings < 
an educated Roman who lived just befoi 
the coming of our Lord. The unblushic 
profligacy, the gross selfishness, the utt< 
indifference to any thing really lofty ai 
virtuous which distinguish his Satires ai 
Epistles, are the characteristics, not of hii 
only, but of the whole spirit and feeling y 
the time. Again, the general state of m< 
rality among the people of that age, is d< 
scribed in the first chapter of the Epistle 1 
the Komans, every word of which is acci 
rately borne out by historical evidence. 

V. Such are the two grounds of necessi^ 
on which we say that the arrival of a divii 
message was to be expected by mankin 
First, every man, individually, must 1 
agitated by the question. How shall 
unclean and polluted as I am, approach 
Grod, of whose existence and holine 
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my reason convinces me, to whom I feel 
responsible, and whose commands my con- 
science tells me that I am violating ? Till 
this question is answered, a person must 
either be miserable, or else must try to stifle 
the thoughts which it suggests, by plunging 
into vice. And, secondly, when Christ came, 
the world had fallen into such a state of 
horrible wickedness, that unless God had 
interfered to check it, He must surely have 
destroyed it. Those who believe in His ex- 
istence at all, can hardly imagine that such a 
state of things as that which St. Paul de- 
scribes in the passage just quoted, could have 
been allowed to continue. To remedy these 
evils Christianity claims to have been sent by 
God, and for all such diflSculties it proposes a 
solution. However imperfectly it has yet 
done its work; however much of awful 
wickedness still exists among us, we cannot 
doubt that it has eifected great improvement, 
and that the world is much better than it 
was. 

VI. But no person would be justified in 
embracing the Christian religion, merely be- 
cause his conscvexic^ ^^a ^^>SsS!L^^'^^^'^:i^ 
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lie himself, and mankind generally5 are in 
need of a cure from the disease of sin^ and 
that it appears to furnish one. His con- 
science and understanding must also both be 
convinced that Christianity prescribes • the 
cure of which God Himself is the Author^ 
and that therefore it is a Kevelation from 
Him to mankind. 

VII. As to the conscience. There is no 
doubt that the scheme of religion which 
Christ has made known to us does completelj 
satisfy the three great wants of our nature ; 
a practical knowledge of God and of His will 
and relation to us, a means of restoration to 
His favour, and of passing our lives upon 
earth according to His commandments. For 
it starts by declaring authoritatively that the 
doctrines of man's responsibility to God, of 
the future judgment, and of an eternal exist- 
ence to be spent either in happiness or misf 
according to our conduct here, are unr 
tionably true. It assumes as a fact, 
corruption and sinfulness of our natur 
which our inmost feelings assure us 
further tells us, what we did not kno 
Man was not created sinful, but gool 
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he has fallen by his own fault, but still that 
he can be restored. And it proposes a 
scheme of procuring him pardon, and of bring- 
ins: him to holiness here, and happiness here- 
after, which is quite sufficient to accomplish 
these objects, supposing that God has made 
the promises which the scheme involves, 
while there is a strong presumption that He 
has made them, from the perfect wisdom and 
love which they imply. Again, the morality 
which Christianity teaches is of a far loftier 
and purer tone than that which any human 
being had ever thought of inculcating, and in 
its code there is not a single flaw to dissatisfy 
the most enlightened conscience. Its pre- 
cepts are at once completely opposed to pre- 
valent opinions and practices, and sufficient 
to satisfy our highest aspirations after perfect 
goodness. All this is not only a strong pre- 
sumption in favour of Christianity, but is the 
kind of evidence to which a ]i)eliever will most 
frequently turn to refresh and quicken his 
faith. Still, the understanding must also be 
satisfied, as well as the conscience, and there- 
fore such external evidences as the follovRvajsL 
must not be neg\e<^\,ed« 
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VIIL The introduction of Christ'a reU-^ 
gion into the world is a fact which must be 
accounted for in some way. Nor is this all^ 
but it is certainly also the most extraordinary 
fact which the world has known. If we only 
consider that as soon as the Gospel was 
preached^ people in all parts of the known 
world voluntarily renounced, not merely the 
religions in which they had been brought up, 
but their whole mode of life, gave up many 
evil habits which had been tolerated by Pa- 
ganism, and submitted to ridicule, persecu- 
tion, and death, for the sake of a new doctrine, 
we cannot deny that here is a very wonderful 
fact which has to be accounted for. But thif 
becomes still more striking, when we remem 
ber that the change has gone on constantlj 
spreading more and more widely, that at pr 
sent the whole face of society is influenc' 
by the precepts of a person who was bo? 
apparently as a carpenter's son, in the rem* 
province of Judasa; that His precepts 
established as the law of the greater par 
the civilised world, and that His institut 
are impressed upon the constitutions of 
most powerful empires. "Eisct «tfM» "^ 
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pearance on earth, all great improvements in 
Bocietjj such as the abolition of gladiators^ 
shows and of slavery, have been effected by 
persons professing obedience to Him, and 
eager on that account to abolish everything 
which, by causing misery to any class of so- 
ciety, was displeasing to Him. For eighteen 
hundred years, good men have constantly 
declared that His word was their only con- 
solation in affliction, and more than made up 
to them for every earthly loss and trial. All 
this, too, has been effected by moral means, 
that is, by persuasion, and appeals to evidence. 
Of the introduction of Paganism into the 
world, we know only that its various super- 
stitions crept in by little and little, as men 
wandered from the original revelation of one 
true God, but there was never any formal 
systematic preaching of its doctrines. Ma- 
hometanism was indeed introduced in times 
with whose history we are acquainted, but 
the causes of its influence can be distinctly 
traced. It first spread in Arabia, because it 
was a restoration of the worship of one God, 
and of something like a code of morality 1^^ 
people among whom tV\etfvo«XT^NOi>Cvcv^^^s^t- 
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stitions were flourishing, and of whom there- 
fore the better part, at least, were ready and 
desirous for so valuable a change in their 
habits ; and its subsequent propagation was 
carried on entirely by the sword. Its pro- 
fessors were brave warriors, who subdued 
extensive regions, and forced those whom 
they conquered to acknowledge Mahomet as 
the prophet of God, on pain of death, or 
bondage. But in the case of Christianity 
this was so far from being the manner of its 
propagation, that the Koman empire, where 
it was first established, was conquered by 
heathen barbarians, who embraced the reli- 
gion of those whom they had vanquished. So 
that Christianity has made its way only by 
the force of its own inherent excellence, and 
it would undoubtedly be most difiScult to ac- 
count for the changes which it has produced 
on the face of the earth, except by the belief 
that it is truly God's message to mankind. 

IX. But for a revelation to be acknow- 
ledged as coming from God, it ought to con- 
tain indisputable marks both of power and 
goodness. If there are eigns of goodness 
without power, it cantiol \>e \>xon^^ \^ \i^ 
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more than human ; if there is superhuman 
power without goodness, it must have been 
the work of some spirit or strange unseen 
influence, but cannot be proved to be divine. 
Where power and goodness are combined^ 
there is God. No one will dispute that al- 
mighty power is displayed in the miracles of 
Christy nor that infinite goodness is implied 
by the teaching of Christ. Above all, power 
and goodness both are em\nently combined in 
His Resurrection, by which, as it were. He 
unlocked to mankind the gates of eternity, 
showed them that for the holy there is life 
beyond the grave, and that He is a Saviour 
powerful enough to admit them to it. There- 
fore, if the facts which the Gospels relate are 
true, Christianity does come from God, and 
is that unfailing remedy for the evils of the 
human race, which we have shown to be ne- 
cessary. 

X. We have now seen that Christianity 
was propagated by persuasion and moral 
means, that it has produced wonderful ef- 
fects, that it contains marks of superhuman 
power and goodness. All this is strong i^re- 
sumptive evidence in \ta ^'anovvx* "Vk^x. ^^ 
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now turn to the direct proof that the facts 
on which it is founded really occurred. The 
New Testament contains the account of 
Christ's miracles^ and especially of that 
crowning one of the Resurrection, on which 
fact we find that the Apostles principally 
rested their preachings and the evidence of 
their religion. For, before His death, Christ 
had himself declared that He should rise 
again, and had chosen this fact of the Resur- 
rection as the especial sign that He was sent 
by God. This was that sign of the prophet 
Jonah, which He had told the Jews was the 
only one to be granted to them.^ Now, if the 
facts stated in any one of the gospels be 
correctly recorded, it is impossible to doubt 
that He really died and really rose again. 
The centurion and the soldiers examined His 
body, and found it dead, and thrust into His 
side that formidable weapon, the Koman 
pilura, whose shaft was foui* inches wide, 
making thereby a wound large enough to 
admit a man's hand. After this, the body 
was wrapped with linen clothes, and buried 
in a cavern, yet within forty-eight hours He 

»> Matt. :]Li\; ^^, 4Q- 
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appeared in perfect strength and vigour, and 
declared to His disciples that His mission was 
now accomplished. Those who were to pro- 
mulgate this story, saw Him, felt Him, ate 
with Him, and could not possibly be deceived. 
As soon as this miraculous story was first 
promulgated^ persecutions arose against its 
preachers (as had been foretold by the 
Author of the new religion®), but so far from 
yielding to these persecutions, they one and 
all expressed their readiness to die rather than 
deny one single point which they asserted, 
and not only so, but in some cases actually 
were put to death. These sufferings were 
borne, not in support of opinions, but of 
facts. The distinction is important. A man 
might consent to be put to death rather than 
give up an opinion, without thereby furnish- 
ing any argument that the opinion was ac- 
tually true, though no doubt making it pro- 
bable that he was himself convinced of its 
truth. But we never heard of men consenting 
to die, rather than deny that they had seen 
an event which they perfectly well knew had 
never happened ; and the circixm&t'MWift. -^1?>8!^ 
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any one did so would be a most overwhelming 
proof that it had taken place. 

XL Further, the historical facts of Chris- 
tianity, that is, our Lord's miracles, death, 
and resurrection, together with the first for- 

, tunes of the Church after His ascension, and 
the doctrines which He taught, are described 
principally by two persons professing to have 
been eye-witnesses of the transactions which 
they relate, St. John, for the period before the 
Ascension, and St. Paul, for that which fol- 
lows it. We have, indeed, other accounts of 
these facts, but the writings of St. Paul and 
St. John are worthy of especial notice, when 
we are treating of the subject of evidences, be- 
cause there are no compositions extant which 
bear more strong internal marks of genuine- 
ness than these. With regard to the Gospel 
of St. John, the accurate acquaintance which 
the writer shows with the Jewish country and 
people, prove him to have been a native of 
Palestine, while the language in which it ia 
written, Greek, with a great mixture of ori- 
ental an A. particularly Hebrew elements, is 
characteristic of an autViOt to vihom Greek 

^yns not a natural language, Wt ^^cs^vt^\\ 
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just as we know that St. John, after leaving 
Judaea, lived among the Greeks of Asia 
Minor. The intimate acquaintance shown 
with the innermost mind and feelings of our ' 
L#ord, the living reality of the story, the 
occasional minuteness of detail, all prove the 
author not only to have been an eye-witness, 
but one honoured with Christ's close famili- 
arity and affection. And as to St. Paul's 
letters, the remarkable and most clearly 
undesigned coincidence of allusions in them, 
with the facts detailed to us in the indepen^ 
dent history of the Acts^ is an evidence 
perfectly irresistible. The writings of both 
these Apostles possess, in common with the 
other books of the New Testament, those 
characteristics of simplicity, of an absence 
of all desire to exaggerate, or to produce 
rhetorical effect by laboured descriptions, of 
calmness, and of humility, which are most 
unusual, to say the least, in any writings, 
except such as are founded on certain truth. 
Even the greatest of all proofs of the blind 
wickedness of the Jews, their preference of 
the murderer Barabbas to the meek aud Kol^j 
Jesus, is related by tVve eN^Xk^<^^sX»^*^^^^^~ 
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feci simplicity, calmness, and dignity* 
proof of this, take St. John's short na 
of the transaction : " Pilate saith, will • 
I release unto you the King of the 
Then cried they all again, saying, * IJ 
man, but Barabbas.' Now Barabbas 
robber." Again, the morality incula 
all these books is so pure and divine, 
is impossible to suppose their authc 
posters. For to do so, would be to i 
that falsehood is consistent with the \ 
possible goodness. But that they i 
postors is implied in the belief tha 
writings are false, since they assert j 
external facts, and do not base their i 
as many enthusiasts have done, on 1 
tempered workings of their own mind 
XII. This wonderful history of i 
life, and death, and resurrection, hs 
handed down to us under circumstance 
leave no doubt that the account wl 
possess is the same as that which has 
from the beginning. Of the various t 
collected together in the volume of th< 
turea, different parts are quoted or 
to by a eeries of autbors, \>^^vtvTlA^ 
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small extent, with the contemporaries of the 
Apostles, and continued, in increasing fre- 
quency, through their successors to the 
present day; they ar§ quoted always with 
respect, as books containing God's commu- 
nications to mankind ; they have been con- 
tinually used in all Christian assemblies; 
commentaries have been written on them, 
translations made of them, and till the art of 
printing was invented, manuscript copies care- 
fully taken in all parts of the known world. 
They have been attacked by infidels, as books 
claiming divine inspiration ; and therefore the 
evidence alike of friends and foes makes it 
manifest that they are the very writings which 
appeared in the first century of the Christian 
sera, professing to contain the Revelation of 
God's will to man. 

XIII. Moreover, throughout the New 
Testament we find that both Christ and His 
Apostles refer to the Old Testament as God's 
book, as containing the record of His earlier 
revelation, and several distinct prophecies of 
the new religion which was now to claim obe- 
dience from mankind. We turn to the Old 
Testament and RivA \W\. \)cviy^^ ^x^^^^^^-. 
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namely, that a great blessing to all the world 
should spring from the race of Abraham, that 
the law of Moses should yield to a new reli- 
gion, and that the promised Saviour should 
be despised and rejected, were accurately 
fulfilled in the person of Christ. On Christ's 
words and actions, therefore, we found, in a 
great measure, our acceptance of the Old 
Testament*, and, according to His own di- 
rections, recognise Him as the object of its 
whole history, thereby throwing light on its 
marvellous details, and on their difference 
from all other events. For believing that 
God came into the world to save it, we 
cannot be surprised if from the beginning a 
preparation was going on for so astonishing 
a wonder, by the election of a special people 

^ This method of arguing is of course only to be 
employed when we are proving the truth of Chris- 
tianity to a Gentile. In the case of a Jew we should 
begin from the other end, and confirm the truth of 
the New Testament by its dependence on the Old. 
To all of us, however, the fact of the close agreement 
of the prophecies with the events related in the 
Gospels and Acts must be in a strong support to our 
fultb in both Testaments. 
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to receive, in the first instance, the universal 
Redeemer. 

XIV. In this respect that characteristic 
of unity of design, which pervades the whole 
Bible, is no trifling proof of its truth. The 
Old Testament consists of thirty-nine, and 
the New of twenty-seven, different writings, 
yet in all of these there is one purpose mani>- 
fest, — to give an account of the restoration 
of man to God, through Christ, The sacred 
writers do not turn aside from this their 
simple moral object to encroach on the legi*- 
timate province of the human intellect, and 
to anticipate any of the discoveries of philo- 
sophy, by professing to reveal points of astro* 
nomy, geology, or any other physical science ; 
their language in such matters (when they 
are obliged to notice them incidentally), is 
merely in harmony with the popular belief of 
the age. Nor do they supersede the re- 
searches of the historian by describing the 
fortunes of the great empires of the world, 
Egypt, or Assyria, or Persia, or Macedon, or 
Kome. As to the first origin of the world, 
the Bible only assures us of the moral (aa^ 
that it has a per&ona\ Cxe^Vw, ^\Na> ^^ *^^ 
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Father, is also the SoTereign of mantdnd. 
It records the Fall of man, and immediately 
after gives the promise oi his Restoration. 
It teaches us at once how deeply Gt>d abhors 
gin, by recording the destmction of the in* 
habited world by water for the wickedness of 
its inhabitants. After this it confines itself 
to the history of one of the smallest and most 
despised races of mankind, because from them 
the Deliverer was to spring, who should re- 
deem man from sin and the punishment due 
to it. The laws and customs of this race are 
minutely described, all being dedgned to 
bring men to a consciousness of their sinful- 
ness, and need of a Saviour, and also (parti- 
cularly by the institution of sacrifice) to 
teach them that something more than re- 
pentance is necessary to atone for sin. Thus 
the whole of the Old Testament is the pre- 
paration for the coming of Him, whose life, 
and death, and teaching, together with the 
early fortunes of the society which he insti- 
tuted, are recorded in the New. This surelv 
may convince us that the one spirit which 
nnimates all these wnlmg*, the productions 
of such various ages aaA Oi\^^^^A.^^n ^^>a» 
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breathed into them by one superintending 
Mind ; for else how can it be that the works 
of the lawgiver, the historian, the grave mo- 
ralist, the lyric poet, the prophet, the fisher- 
man of the lake of Galilee, the Pharisee 
brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, are all 
confined to one object, all inculcate one truth, 
all present to us one picture, — and that 
writings scattered over a period of sixteen 
hundred years, all unite into one mighty and 
everliving whole?® How different is this 
simplicity and majestic unity from the vain 
cosmogonies and legends, and fond inventions 
of the Greek, or Mahometan, or still more of 
the Hindoo religion 1 How grandly does the 
picture of God, revealed to us in the Bible, 
harmonise with that which we gain from 
contemplating the natural world, where the 
provisions for our happiness, which abound 
on every side of us, suggest to us the belief 
in a kind and loving Father; while the exist- 
ence of disease and misery not only shows 
that God abhors wickedness (which they 
almost invariably accompany), but also leads 



.» 



• See the Sermon " Variety in Unity" vcvT^x.'Y^fiiS^^ 
'* Suggestiom to the T^eoZogical Sttideut^ 

O 
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us to look forward with longing hope to a 
purer state of bemg, where the inequalities 
of this world will be rectified^ and where He 
will wipe away all tears from our eyes I 

XV. We have now pointed out the kind 
of arguments which prove : 

(a.) That a Revelation was necessary. 

(6.) That if Christianity be true, it sup- 
plies all the wants which made the Revela* 
tion necessary. 

(c.) That the effects of Christianity on the 
world have been such as strongly to support 
our belief in its divine origin. 

{d,) That if the facts of Christianity be 
truly stated, they contain indisputable marks 
of God's authorship. 

{e.) That the facts of Christianity are sup- 
ported by the strongest evidence, external 
and internaL 

(f.) That the writings which we now 
possess containing these facts, are genuine 
depositaries of the original story. 

(y.) That belief in Christianity involves 
our accepting the Old Testament as God's 
book aha. 
(/f. ) That there ifi in t\i^ ^V^X^'K^^^. ^®;idoL 
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a simplicity and unity of design^ and such a 
harmony with the knowledge of God which 
we may derive from the natural world, as to 
afford us ample grounds for believing that 
He guided its various authors. 

XVI. It is not, of course, intended that 
the above sketch should be supposed to fur* 
nish a system of Christian evidence. In 
particular, it would be quite impossible here 
to enter into a detailed defence of the au^ 
thenticity of the separate books of the New 
Testament, or to do more than state, quite 
generally, the kind of testimony on which it 
rests. The proofs that Christianity is divine 
have been collected by many writers, whose 
works must be consulted by those who desire 
to pursue the subject. How satisfactory the 
result of their inquiries has been, is stated 
by Dr. Arnold, in the following passage : ^ 
— "The evidence of our Lord's life and 
■death and resurrection, has often been shown 
to be satisfactory ; it is good, according to 
the common rules of distinguishing good evi* 
dence from bad. Thousands and ten thou- 
sands of persons have gone througji It ^v^^^ 

' Sermons, vol, v. ^«rcckOTv^« 
o ^ 
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bj piece, as carefully as ever judge summed 
up on a most important cause ; I have myself 
done it many times over; not to persuade 
others, but to satisfy myself. I have been 
used for many years to study the history of 
other times, and to examine and weigh the 
evidence of those who have written about 
them ; and I know of no one fact in the his- 
tory of mankind, which is proved by better 
and fuller evidence of every sort, to the un- 
derstanding of a fair enquirer, than the great 
sign which God has given us, that Christ 
died, and rose again from the dead." 

XVII. But the real proof that Christianity 
is true, is not intellectual, but moral. The 
great, the convincing evidence, which must 
abide with us in every difficulty and doubt, 
suggested to our understanding, is the evi- 
dence of Christ's Spirit, influencing and pu- 
rifying our hearts. For suppose that a person, 
satisfied intellectually of the truth of Chris- 
tianity by such arguments as those of which 
a very imperfect sketch is herie given, begins 
steadily and consistently to act upon its pre- 
cepts. He finds all that it professes to do for 
Jiim gradually fulfilled. B.^ ^^^ \i^!5ift\ftfc 
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better and holier, he sees how he may conquer 
sin; every day C04vince8 him more and more 
that he has found the remedy which he wanted* 
No doubt he may, from time to time, hear of 
difficulties connected with the subject which he 
cannot exactly answer. But he sees no diffi- 
culty half so great, as the belief that God should 
have left His creatures in utter wickedness, 
without any adequate means of knowing His 
will, because that is repugnant to those two 
ideas of love and justice, which form an es* 
sential part of his conception of God. He 
sees too that if he does not believe in Chris* 
tianity, there is no other pretended revelation 
which has, intellectually, the slightest claim 
to his belief, while in moral respects all others 
are quite unworthy of the pure source from 
which they profess to emanate. He feels that ' 
faith in Christianity leads to holiness, and 
unbelief to sin. If therefore it is false, truth 
and falsehood change natures, for Christianity 
which is false, makes men good, and some 
other form of belief, which is true, makes 
them bad. This conclusion is so shocking to 
the reason and the conscience, thai nothin^^ 
further need be said iu Tft?\x\»^iAOTv ^H. \\* 

o 3 
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a 1»rayer j^or increased devotion to 
Christ's religion. 

O Lord and, heayenly Father, who hast 

given to lost and ruined man the infinite 

blessing of Christ's religion, enable me to 

love it and yalue it daily more and more, 

and ever to walk worthy of so mighty a 

redemption. Forgive me, through Him, for 

all my sins. Quicken the tenderness of my 

conscience, that I may know how much I 

need a Saviour; humble and enlighten my 

understanding that I may thankfully accept 

all that He has revealed to me; and add 

such fresh vigour to my faith, that it may 

influence all my life, and guide me in every 

difficulty. Lord, extend every where the 

* knowledge of Christ's salvation* Help and 

guide all who are in darkness, and especially 

confirm and strengthen the belief of all for 

whom I am bound to pray ; of my relations, 

friends, teachers, and companions. For all 

that they have done amiss, O Lord, pardon 

them; and pardon me also: forgive ua our 

pins, and do not forsake us, but love and bless 

UB, and give us re^t, aii^\>Tvxi^\>&l<\acon- 
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sistent love of holiness and of Thee, Forgive 
me, especially, that I have heard of Thee so 
often, and yet know Thee so little : forgive 
all my carelessness and indifference, and rouse 
me at last to feel practically that without 
Christ I can do nothing. Lord, I believe, 
help Thou my unbelief; remove from me 
all doubts and snares, and preserve me from 
the sin of leading a life contrary to my faith 
and my convictions, and unworthy of Him 
whose Name I bear. Hear me, I beseech 
Thee, O holy and most merciful Father, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, my Saviour. 
Amen. 



It is difficult to name any parts of the Scrip- 
ture which especially illustrate the evidences 
of Christianity, since there is hardly any part 
of the New Testament, which does not carry 
with it its own testimony ; and the character- 
istics of simplicity, of an entire absence of any 
attempt at effect, and others which have been 
cursorily noticed above, belong to the whole 
of it. It would be well, however, in connec- 
tion with this subject, to read the last two 
chapters of St. JoW%Qjw>^^>^S.^s!^xv^>^^^a»^ 
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been said, tliat ** no one who pretends to be a 
judge of human character can doubt the per- 
fect honesty of this narrative;"' the account 
of the manner in which the chief priests accu- 
rately enquired into one of our Lord's mira- 
cles in John v. and the story of the raising of 
Lazarus and its consequences, John xi. and 
xii. 1 — II ; also the speeches in the Acts, ii. 
14, &c., iii. 12, &c, iv. 8, &c., vii., xiii. 14, 
&c. xxvi. To these passages may be added 
our Lord's own prophecies in Matt, xxiv., 
Mark xiii., and Luke xix« : and the principal 
prophecies concerning Christ and the Gospel 
in the Old Testament, as Gen. iii, 14, 15., 
xxii. 18., which foretell that man should be 
redeemed, and that the Redeemer should be a 
descendant of Abraham; Jer. xxxi. 31, &c., 
xxxii. 40, &c., xxxiii. 14, &c., Ezek. xxxvii. 
26, &c., Micah iv., which announces that the 
Jewish religion was to give place to another 
Isaiah Iii., liii., which speak of a sufferin 
Messiah ; Isaiah ix., xi., Ix., Ezek. xxxiv. 2' 
&c., which tell of the kingdom to be e^ 
blished by Him; Isaiah xxxv. 5., v 
describes His ministry, and should br 

* Arnold, vol. ill. SermoTiVJL. 
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pared with Luke vii. 22., and iv. 16 — 21, ; 
and lastly. Psalm xvi,, which proclaims His 
Resurrection.^ 



QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER VIII. 

1. For what reasons was a Revelation from God 
necessary ? * 

2. What view of religion was taken by educated 
men of antiquity ? 

3. How does Christianity commend itself to the 
conscience ? 

4. What were the chief effects of Christianity on 
society when first propagated ? 

5. Mention any great improvements in society ef- 
fected by Christianity. 

6. What testimony has been borne to the power of 
Christianity by good men ? 

7. Compare the progress of Christianity with that 
of Mahometanism. 

8. What two signs of divine origin ought a Reve- 
lation to bear P Shew that one is insufficient without 
the other. 



^ As a small but very clear and able compendium 
of evidences, and admirably suited for young persons, 
may be recommended " Lessons on the Truth of 
Christianity y^ published by the CommU%lQ\\fix^ ^^ 
2f ational Education m IceVaxi^. 
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9. In which of the great facts of Redemption are 
these two signs most conspicuous ? 

10. Shew the peculiar importance of the Resurrec- 
tion as an evidence of Christianity. 

11. Shew that, if the Gospel narrative is true, we 
cannot doubt the reality of Christ's death and Resur- 
rection. 

12. What circumstance makes the sufferings of the 
early Christians a strong argument for the truth of 
Christianity ? 

. 13. Which of the New Testament Scriptures are 
of especial importance as evidences of Christianity, 
and why ? 

14. What internal evidence makes it impossible to 
believe that the Apostles were impostors ? 

15. Why are we justified in believing that our ac- 
count of the origin of Christianity is the same as that 
which has existed from the first ? 

16. On what do we chiefly ground our acceptance 
of the Old Testament? 

17. What evidence does the Old Testament furnish 
to the truth of the New ? 

18. How does Christ's coming justify and explain 
God's dealing with the Jews ? 

19. Shew that one object pervades all the Bible, 
and deduce from this an argument for its truth. 

20. Shew that the teaching of the Bible harmo- 
nizes with the knowledge of God which we may 
gather from the natural world. 

21. Enumerate the principal facts which it is ne- 
cessary to prove, in order to ^s\.«^i^\^ >^^ \x\iSk oC 
Christianity. 
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22. What evidence of its truth will a person re- 
ceive who begins to act upon its precepts ? 

23. What incredible consequence is involved in 
our rejecting Christianity ? 



CONCLUSION, 

It now only remains to address a few con- 
cluding words to those who have read this 
book as a preparation for their Confirmation5 
and feel desirous to avail themselves of the 
opportunity which that ordinance affords 
them^ of leading lives more distinctly and 
avowedly religious than they have yet done. 
The principal means which they must use, 
to maintain within themselves an abiding 
consciousness of duty, and feeling of faith 
and love to Him who is the Captain of their 
salvation, have been noticed incidentally al- 
ready. A few of the most important may, 
however, be repeated here. 

I. Private prayer, a regular participation, 
in Christ's Holy Communion, and reading 
of Scripture, with a diligent use of the public 
services and in8truc\.\oii<& \.o ^\ctfSsv "^^ ^j^^"^ 
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(Called j considered not as forms, but as 
important means of grace, will occup 
first place among them. 

II. The regular separation of Su 
from ordinary employments, to the inc 
of our religious knowledge, and elevati 
our religious feelings, and to that kii 
quiet intercourse with others, which 
duces the softening influences of affe 
and goodwill. 

IIL Reading religious books of a 
tical and devotional character, especiall; 
lives and deaths of good Christians ( 
ages. Examples of such books must \: 
commended to each person by his ovvi 
mediate relations or friends, or teachers. 

IV. Cultivating the intimate sociei 
such friends only as we plainly see are an: 
to lead a holy life. 

V. Setting apart special times for exa 
ing the state of the heart, and the pro 
made in holiness and the love of 
Under this head would fall a practic 
commended by Archbishop Whatele^ 

consecrating the anniveraary of our 
Brmation as a kind of private te\\^ 
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tival, on which we should seriously and 
anxiously enquire into our condition in God's 
sight, pray with renewed earnestness for His 
grace and help^ and offer up our humble 
thanksgiving for all His mercies to us. 

VI. The conscientious devotion, accord- 
ing to each person's means, of a part of the 
money which he has for his private expenses, 
to the relief of the poor, and such other good 
objects as those whose opinions he respects 
will point out to him. This is, of course, 
a positive duty, absolutely commanded in 
Scripture on other grounds ; but it is sug- 
gested in this place, not on account of the 
benefits which others may receive from these 
alms, but as a help to destroy selfishness and 
indifference in the heart of the giver. 

VII. Where it is possible, the endeavour 
to carry on some kind and friendly inter- 
course with the poor.^ This is of course 
beset with difficulties, and may perhaps be 
scarcely practicable for a boy while he is at 
school. But any one who lives at home, or 
a schoolboy during the holidays, may find 
means, with the advice and concurrence of 

* See Arnold's Seacmoiia^^^ vv^^^'Oiss^^if^- 
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his parents, to carry on, at least, to some 
small extent, a practice so beneficial to 
himself. The object of course should only 
be to find opportunities of shewing them 
kindness, and relieving their wants, so as to 
produce in the heart a sense of deeper grati- 
tude and responsibility towards the heavenly 
Father, from whose gift proceeds all that 
temporal happiness and comfort which He 
has, for wise reasons, denied to so many of 
His children; and to minister to Christ Him- 
self,^ by doing good to His poorer brethren, 
whom He has so earnestly consigned to our 
love and care, and to whose friends and 
helpers He has promised so especial a bless* 
ing. Generally speaking, the only kind of 
religious teaching which a young person can 
properly undert^e towards the poor, is that 
which he may be enabled to give to some of 
the children at a Sunday school, of course 
under proper direction and controL This 
also may, by God's blessing, be a great means 
of grac^ and religious improvement to himself, 
and therefore must, like all othei; practices 
from which any spiritual benefit to ourselves 

k Matt. XXV. ^, &c. 
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or others is expected, be accompanied by 
sincere and humble prayer. 

VIIL But after all, the great thing is for 
us to endeavour, by communion with God^ 
and by habituating ourselves to serious 
thought, BO to discipline and guide our 
minds, that their prevailing feeling may 
gradually become the conviction, that we 
are placed on earth for higher objects than 
our own gratification, and that the work of 
our lives must be, the endeavour to gain the 
blessing of holiness here, and everlasting 
glory hereafter. With this must be joined, 
an abiding sense of our own weakness, and 
of God's perfect strength, given to us for 
Christ's sake, by the operation of His Holy 
Spirit. We must " work out our own sal- 
vation with fear and trembling," deriving 
our greatest confidence of success from the 
fact, " that it is God who worketh in us both 
to will and to do of His good pleasure."^ If 
we set about our work in such a spirit, de- 
voting every day to God, trying to let our 
first morning thought be a silent entreaty 
for His blessing, and our last evenliv^ sa&^ijc- 

^ Ph\\. u, l^i, \^. 
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tatioD an enquiry how we have spent the 
day, we shall soon find our temptations 
weaker^ our holiness purer, our love more 
jirarm, and our faith more bright and un- 
doubting. It is in this way that sin has 
ever been subdued, by mortifying the cor- 
rupt affections, and trying to raise the hearts 
and desires from earth to heaven. If, then, 
there be any truth in the Gospel of Christy 
if the saints and holy men of all times have 
not spent their lives in the pursuit of a vain 
shadow, disquieting themselves in vain; if 
their patience, and meekness, and purity, 
and zeal, and love, and faith, were based on 
anything firmer than a fancy and a dream; 
surely we shall constantly renew, with in- 
creased earnestness, the baptismal dedication 
of our hearts to God, praying Him now 
by His Spirit, to quicken and raise to holi- 
ness our spirits ; as He will hereafter by the 
same Spirit, call forth to a new existence 
our mortal bodies, summon us to give an 
account of all things which we have done in 
this world, and decide our everlasting con- 
dition by the surest and most unerring judg- 
ment At the same time we shall constantly 
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eeek to advance in the humility which teaches 
us that in the awful day of that judgment^ 
our own works cannot stand for a moment in 
the sight of Him who requires, not imper- 
fect holiness, but purity like His own ; and 
therefore shall seek to cleave more and more 
to that Saviour for whose sake alone we shall 
be forgiven and accepted by God. May this 
lesson be taught to every one who uses this 
book, by the Spirit of the same Saviour, 
Jesus Christ our Lord I 



THE END. 



Spottiswoodrs and S«AW, 
Kew-«treet-Sqiuir«. 
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WERNE'S AFRICAN WANDERINGS- TransUted for 

the Travener'eLibrary,bTJ.R.3oa]moii. Two Parts, price ONE SHILUNG 

each. 

HUC'S TRAVELS in TARTARY, THIBET, and CHINA. 
A condensed Translation, br Mrs. Pkbct SunrsTT. Two Parts« price ONE 
_SHiLi.iNC each. 

EG THEN; or, Traces of Travel brought Home from the East. 
Two Parts, price ONE SHILLING each; 

IDA PFEIFFER^S LADY'S VOYAGE ROUND the 

WOBLD. A condensed Translation, by Mrs. Pxbct SiMMarr. TWo Puts, prioS 
ONfc. oHILliIMU each. 

ELECTRICITY and the ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH. 

To which is added, The CHEMISTBY of the STAB9. By Dr. Gbomb Wosok. 
Price OlML bMlLLilMC. 

LONDON in 1850-51. By J. R. M'Colloch, Esq. Re- 
printed from Mr. M'Cullooh's Geographical DieUonary, ONE SHILLING. 

THE AUSTRALIAN COLONIES: Their Origin and 

Present Condition. By Wuxiak Hoohss, F.B.G.8. Two Farts, priee OHL 
SmilL.N^ each. 

BRITTANY and the BIBLE : With Remarks on the French 
People and their AJfairs. By 1. Hops. Pride ONE SHILLING. 

LORD CARLISLE*S LECTURES and ADDRESSES. 

Including a Lecture on the Poetry of Pope, and on Lord Oarlisle** T^Tels ta 
America. Price ONL SHILLINU. 

SIR ROGER DE COVERLEY. From the Spectator. With 

Notes and niustrations by W. H. Wiixs. Price ONE SHILLING. 

The NATURAL HISTORY of CREATION. By T. 

Li2fOLErKj[MP,M.D<, Author of ^0Ttcu2£uraZPAvstb?osiy. ONE SHILLING. 

Mr. MACAULAY'S TWO ESSAYS on LORD BYRON 

and the COMIC PBAMATISTS OF THE RESTOBATION. Price OKE. 
^/-//LUiMC' 



London : LOWGMA'^, tJUOVrtJ, G1R.12.1£.^» ^vvW.Ci^^^'i'fe:^^. 



LABDNER'S CABMET CYCLOPEDIA, 

Complete in 132 Volumes, fcp. 8vo., bound in cloth and 
lettered, price Nineteen Guineas ; or separately, in Sets 
or Series, price Three Shili^ings and Sixpence per 
Volume, as follows : — 

Tlie HISTORY of ENGLAND. By Sir Jamks Mack- 

iNTOSH : v^ith a Continuation from a.d. 1572, by W. Wallace, Esq. 
and R. Bbll, Esq. 10 vols. 35«. 

The HISTORY of IRELAND, from the Earliest Kings of 
that realm down to its last Chief. By Thomas Moore, Esq. 4 toIs. 
lis. 

The HISTORY of SCOTLAND. By Sir Walter Scow, 
Bart. 2 vols. 7s. 

The HISTORY of the UNITED STATES of AME- 
RICA, from the Discovery of America to the Election of General 
Jackson to the Presidency in 1829. By the Rev. H. Fergus. 2 vols. 
7*. 

The HISTORY of FRANCE, from the Earliest Period 
to the Abdication of Napoleon. By £. E. Crowe, Esq. 3 vols. 
10s. Gd. 

The HISTORY of the NETHERLANDS, from the Invasion 
of the Romans to the Belgian Revolution in 1830. By T. C. Grattan, 
Esq. 1 vol. 3s. Gd. 

The HISTORY of SWITZERLAND, from the Earliest 
Period to 1830. I vol. Zs. Gd, 

Tlie HISTORY of DENMARK, SWEDEN, and NOR- 
WAY. By Dr. Dunham. 3 vols. 10*. Gd. 

The HISTORY of POLAND, from the Earliest Period to 
1830. By Dr. Dunham. I vol. Zs. Gd. 

The HISTORY of the GERMANIC EMPIRE. By 
Dr. Dunham. 3 vols. ]0«. 6<f. 

The HISTORY of SPAIN and PORTUGAL. By Dr. 
Dunham. 5 vols. 17*. Gd. 

The HISTORY of RUSSIA, from the Earliest Period to 
the Treaty of Tilsit (1807). By R. Bell, Esq. 3 vols. 10*. 6rf. 

A HISTORY of EUROPE during the MIDDLE AGES. 
By Dr. Dunham. 4 vols. 14*. 

The HISTORY of the ITALIAN UT.^\i^\AR,^\ «^ "^ 
Origin, Proarets, and Fall of YreftAom Viv WaJii. Vtwa. k.x*,«CV,^^»>2^ 
By /. C. L. I>fi SiSMONDl. \ vo\. "U. <)d. 



Lardner'* Cabinet Cydoptsdia. 



The HISTORY of the FALL of the ROMAN EMPIRE;, 
comprising a View of the Invasioo and Settlement of the Barbariani* 
By J. C. L. Db S18MONDI. 2 toU. 7s, 

The HISTORY of GREECE. By the lUght Rev. the 

Lord Bishop of St. Datiu'i (Commop TenawAU., O.D.). 8 volt* 
28f. 

The HISTORY of ROME, firom the Earliest Times to the 
Founding of Cmistantinople. 2 vols. 7s, 

A TREATISE on the ARTS, MANUFACTURES, MAN- 
NERS, and INSTITUTIONS of the GREEKS and EOMANS. B7 
the Rev. T. D. Fosbrokb, Ac. 2 vols. 7s. 

The HISTORY of the CHRISTIAN CHURCH, from its 

Foundation to a.d. 1492. By the Rev. H. Stbbbino, D.D. 2 toU. 
7s, 

The HISTORY of the REFORMATION. By Dr. Sub- 
bing. 2 vols. 7s, 

A HISTORY of MARITIME and INLAND DISCO- 
VERY. By W. D. CooLBT, Esq. 3 vols. 10». W. 

OUTLINES of HISTORY, from the Earliest Period to 
the Abdication of Napoleon. By T. Kbightlbt, Esq. 1 voL 
Zs.Gd. 

The CHRONOLOGY of HISTORY: containing Tables, 
Calculations, and Statements, faidispensable for ascertaining the Dates 
of Historical Events and of Public and Private Documents, from the 
Earliest Periods to the Present Time. By Sir Harbm Nicolas, K.C.M.G. 
1 vol. Zs. 6d. 

The LIVES of Eminent BRITISH LAWYERS. By 
II. IloscoB, Esq., Barri8ter.at-Law. I vol. 35. 6d. 

LIVES of the STATESMEN of the COMMONWEALTH 
of ENGLAND. With an Introductory Treatise on the Popular Pro- 
gress in English History. By J. Forstbr, Esq. With original Portraits 
of Pym, Eliot, Hampden, and Cromwell, and an Historical Scene after 
a Picture by Cattermole. 5 vols. \7s. 6d. 

The above Jive volumes form Mr, Forster's portion of 

LIVES of the most Eminent BRITISH STATESMEN. 
By Sir James Mackintosh, Right Hon. T. P4 Courtbnat, and J. Fob* 
STER, Esq. 7 vols. 24«. 6d. 

The LIVES of Eminent BRITISH MILITARY COM- 
MANDERS. By Rev. G. R. Gleig. 3 vols. lOs. 6d. 

The LIVES of the BRITISH ADMIRALS. With an 
/ntroductory View of the Naval HVaU>T^ ol 1.\4^«cv^. "^1 B.. Sou- 
THEY, LL,.i). The concluding \o\ume \a Vi^ Ti^. 'ft^^^* ^^^- ^^0«fc, 

^VES af the most Eminent B^GW^\^ ^^^"^^ ^ 
«t. B»q. 2 vols. 7*. 



Lardner's Cabinet Cyclopcedia, 



The LIVES of BRITISH DRAMATISTS. By Dr. Dun- 
ham, R. Bbll, Esq. &c. 2 vols. 7s. 

The EARLY WRITERS of GREAT BRITAIN. By 

Dr. Dunham, R. Bell, Esq. &c. 1 vol. 3s. 6d. 

LIVES of the most Eminent FOREIGN STATESMEN. 
By G. P. R. Jambs, Esq. and E. E. Crowe, Esq. 5 vols. I7s. 6d. 

LIVES of the most Eminent FRENCH WRITERS. By 
Mrs. Shellby and others. 2 yols. 7s. 

LIVES of the most Eminent LITERARY MEN of ITALY, 
SPAIN, and PORTUGAL. By Mrs. Shelley, Sir D. Brbwstbb, 
J. Montgomery, &c. 3 vols. 10s. 6d. 

A PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE on the STUDY of 
NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. By Sir John Herschel. 1 vol. 
Zs.M. 

The HISTORY of NATURAL PHILOSOPHY, from 
the Earliest Period to the Present Time. By Badbn Powell, A.M., 
Savilian Professor of Mathematics in the University of Oxford. 1 voL 
Zs. 6d. 

A TREATISE on ARITHMETIC. By D. Lardnkr, 
LL.D., F.R.S. 1 vol. 3s. W. 

A TREATISE on ASTRONOMY. By Sir John Hkr- 
schel. 1 vol. 3s. 6d. 

A TREATISE on MECHANICS. By Capt Katkr and 
Dr. Lardnbr. 1 vol. 3s. 6d. 

A TREATISE on OPTICS. By Sir David Brewster, 
LL.D., F.R.S. &c. 1 vol. 3s. 6d. 

A TREATISE on HEAT. By Dr. Lardner, 1 voL 
38. 6d. 

A TREATISE on CHEMISTRY. By Michael Do- 
NOVAN, M.R.I.A. 1vol. 3s. Sd. 

A TREATISE on HYDROSTATICS and PNEUMA^ 
TICS. By Dr. Lardnbr. 1 voL 3s. 6d. 

An ESSAY on PROBABILITIES, and on their application 
to Life Contingencies and Insurance Offices. By Aug. Db Morgan, 
of Trinity College, Cambridge. 1vol. 9s. 6d. 

A TREATISE on GEOMETRY, and its application to 
the Arts. By Dr. Lardnbr. 1 vol. 39. €d, 

A MANUAL of ELECTRICITY, MAGNETISM, and 
METEOROLOGY. By D. Lardnbr. D.C.L., F.R.S. &«..% ^baeA. 
C. V. Walker, Esq., Secretary to Uie 'E.VectiVcs^ ^ik«««V|. "^ ^^^»*' 
7#. 



6 Zardiwr't Cabinet Cycloptedii. 

A TREATISE on the MANUFACTURE of SILK. 

A TREATISE on the MANUFACTURES of POF 
A TREATISE on the MANUFACTURES in MET 

A TREATISE on DOMESTIC ECONOMY. B; 

DoHoviN. Biq., U.R.I. A. Frofuur of Ctaemlitrr to tbs Coafi 
ApoLhBCBrlei In TreluuL 3 Toll. 7f 

A PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE on the STUD 



On the HABITS .nd INSTINCTS of ANIMALS, 
w. SoAiNKH, Ext. I vo). 3i. ed. 

HISTORY 
SwiimoH, Etq. 

the NATURAL HISTORY 



On the NATURAL HISTORY and CLASSIFICAT 
(X BIRDS. Bt W. Shaihoh, Esq. Sto<<. 7f- 

ANIMALS in MENAGERIES. By W. Swuvkv, 
1 lol. 3i. id. 

On the NATURAL HISTORY and CLASSIFICAT 

of FISHES, REPTILES, &d. By W. SHAimoK, Eiq. S Toll. ! 

The HISTORY and NATURAL ARRANGEMEN 



A TREATISE 



I GEOLOGY. Bv John Pm 
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